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ABSTRACT 


Taiwan needs to build strong churches because Christianity is considered a foreign 
religion in Taiwan; therefore, people in Taiwan need to feel God’s grace first through loving and 
caring action by his people. However, from the 4/14 window mission strategy of Luis Bush, the 
Chung Li Truth Church had to value the ministry to children of four to fourteen first, then, to 
build strong churches. 

This thesis-project will discuss the development of a complete discipleship from children 
to college students. The biblical foundation of discipleship and practical models of discipleship 


are reviewed and examined. 


1X 


CHAPTER 1 
WHY IS MINISTRY TO CHILDREN AND COLLEGE STUDENTS A KEY FACTOR IN 


BUILDING STRONG CHURCHES IN TAIWAN? 


Introduction 

This thesis-project explores how to recruit college volunteer workers to help children 
from disadvantaged families in Taiwan. Through caring, accompanying, and character building, 
children can be led to know Jesus Christ so that strong churches can be built in Taiwan. This 
raises two questions that need to be discussed. First, why does Taiwan need to establish strong 
churches? Second, why are college ministries and children’s ministries important to build strong 
churches in Taiwan? 

Taiwan needs to build strong churches because Christianity is considered a foreign 
religion. Buddhism and Taoism are Taiwan’s local religions, and Christianity is a minority 
religious sect.! Historically, western Christianity used more theoretical approaches, such as The 
Four Spiritual Laws, to share the gospel with non-believers. Lacking cultural sensitivity, these 
methods were ineffective because Taiwanese could not accept all the spiritual terms used to 
spread the gospel. They needed concrete examples of practical Christianity, and personal 
connections with believers. 

For example, when Western Christians say, “God so loved the world,” people in Taiwan 
do not feel that Christian love or see his care in their society. Rather, they see a group of people 
in a building engaged in religious activities. They do not feel the love of God. Therefore, before 


proclaiming the gospel, Taiwanese believers need to show the gospel in caring action. In order to 





1. “Religions in Taiwan,” Life of Taiwan, accessed September 10, 2017, http://lifeoftaiwan.com/about- 
taiwan/religion/. 


proclaim the gospel in Taiwan, people in Taiwan need to feel God’s grace through loving and 
caring action by his people. 

In order to effectively engage in this social caring mission, Taiwan needs a strong church. 
However, many of today’s churches are in chaos and subject to internal power struggles. 
Believers appear to love each other, but the truth is that they often complain a lot. Churches are 
so busy dealing with inner relationships that they don’t have extra energy to care for societal 
needs, especially the needs of the poor. However, if Christians can show a deep love for one 
another, healthy and strong churches can be built that are able to meet various needs of the local 
community. 

Now, it is important to take college ministry and children’s ministry seriously in order to 
build a strong Taiwanese church. This involves finding an effective way to recruit college 
students to devote themselves to helping children from disadvantaged families, because children 
are the future of the church. Building strong leaders for the next generation begins with reaching 
young children. Moreover, these volunteer college students will have a chance to learn how to 
love children from disadvantaged families, and this can inspire them to love other people. In 
addition, this could lead them to accept the Christian faith, leading them to become disciples and 
potentially strong leaders. Through this virtuous circle, more college students will become strong 
leaders to care for more children from disadvantaged families, having a profound effect on 


Taiwan’s society. 


A Mission of Building a Strong Church 
Between 1984 and 1987, before I was called to full time ministry, the Chinese church I 


attended was full of questions. The pastor who planted the church had a fight with a newer pastor 


on staff. Given their lack of humility, they were unable to resolve their conflict, and it spilled 
over to the church members, dividing them into two groups. One group supported the founding 
pastor of church; the other supported the new pastor. 

The founding pastor had previously promised the new minister that he would be ordained 
as a pastor. Later, as the senior pastor noticed the staff minister had difficulty following his 
leadership, he did not ordain the minister as he promised. The elders and ministers attempted to 
explain the situation to the church, using the church’s laws and regulations. At that time, I was a 
member of deaconate. We took a year to discuss how to solve this conflict according to the 
church bylaws, and it was a very painful situation. Whenever we talked about the laws and 
regulations, people from these two groups always argued. 

I did not want to waste time. I even led a Bible study group near a college, working to 
lead college students to believe in Jesus Christ. In 1988, this Bible study group became a church 
during my theological studies at seminary. 

In 1986, my mother and father-in-law came to visit my wife and me, and they stayed with 
us for one year. Prior to their arrival, my wife agreed for me to begin my seminary study to 
prepare for vocational ministry, and I planned to attend Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
in January 1988. However, my mother and father-in-law did not want us to have a hard life if I 
became a full-time minister. They tried very hard to stop me from going to theological seminary. 
They just wanted me to be a normal engineer. 

Near the end of 1987, my church had a big fight in the church members’ assembly, which 
my mother and father-in-law witnessed. I felt very embarrassed, and I thought my father-in-law 
would stop me from going into full-time ministry. On our way home, he mentioned the church 


was a mess, and he asked me if I still wanted to be a priest. I felt very sad at that time, and I did 


not know how to answer him. With a simple heart of loving God, I was inspired from God and 
answered that because it was a mess in the church, I had to answer God’s call to be a full-time 
minister. From that time, I sensed a strong mission to build a strong church, desiring see a revival 
of Chinese churches that are not only strong and healthy but also multiplying those who believe 
in Jesus, through the care for disadvantaged groups. Thus, after quitting my job and beginning 
my seminary studies in 1988, I determined to build a strong church and to value the training of 
disciples in the church. 

In June 1991, I earned my master of divinity degree at Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. With my wife’s agreement, we returned to Taiwan to devote ourselves to spreading 
the gospel among the Taiwanese. In mid-August 1991, we established a church in Chungli 
Taoyuan, Taiwan. During that time, I taught Philosophy of Religion in Chung Yuan Christian 
University, and I began to spread the gospel to students by teaching Philosophy of Religion. 
After a year, nearly fifty college students entered our church. 

Later, for the health of this new church, we wanted to be independent from the assistance 
of our home church, Taipei Lutheran Truth Church. To do this, we needed financial 
independence as soon as possible. We had started a gospel gathering group at Acer, Inc., and led 
some of its employees to believe in Jesus Christ. This was our first career group, and through 


their financial support, our church became an independent church after two years. 


The Importance of Building a Children’s Ministry 
During this time, I was praying and thinking about how to use what I had learned and 
experienced to fulfill the mission that God gave me to build a strong church. At the same time, I 


observed other churches in Taiwan to see how they were ministering. 


In the local community, teenage problems frequently appeared in the newspaper. The 
news frequently reported that teenagers were riding motorcycles around midnight, armed with 
knives, and looking for people who they could hurt. It quickly became apparent that teenagers 
were much more violent than teenagers twenty years ago. 

In 1988, Taiwan’s stock market rose to 10,000 points, and Taiwan enjoyed great 
prosperity. Earning more money became the goal for most people. Growing up in this rich 
environment, many teenagers just fooled around all day. Moreover, Taiwan began to remove the 
embargo on politics, and people protested against authority and held demonstrations. This added 
to the violence among Taiwan’s teenagers. In light of the violence among teenagers, I considered 
how to encourage the large proportion of college students in the church I planted, Chung Li 
Truth Church, to help teenagers. 

One day, I read a story in the newspaper in which I saw a light for Taiwan’s future. The 
article was about a couple who ran a cram school in Taiwan. They saw that a lot of children from 
disadvantaged families were facing difficulties. So, they quit their jobs, and they devoted house 
and their property to provide shelter for homeless children. They also helped them with their 
studies. 

When the reporter interviewed them, it reminded me that the college students in the 
church could help teenagers with their homework. Through this, college students could build 
healthy relationships with junior high school students. Furthermore, these college Christian 
students could lead teenagers to believe in Jesus Christ, and these teenagers could become 
disciples and future leaders. 

With this goal in mind, I began to plan how I could inspire our college students to devote 


themselves to youth ministry. How could I motivate them and spark a passion within them to 


reach teenagers? It was during this time that I discovered Taiwan’s Ministry of the Interior held a 
yearly award ceremony for charities, and 98 percent of these charities were Buddhist, or general 
beliefs related. Only two percent of the annual charity money went to Christian churches. One 
was Operation Dawn, a ministry that helped people to quit drug abuse. The other ministry helped 
young prostitutes to break away from eroticism business, and to go back to a normal life. 

When I saw the results of the charity awards, I wondered why there were so few churches 
devoted to the job of social outreach. I observed that a main reason churches couldn’t move into 
action was because more than 90 percent of the church members were passive Christians. Being 
a “Good Christian” meant going to church and offering a tithe on time, just that and nothing 
more. These Christians were consumers. They attended church and waited for others to care for 
them. 

The remaining 10 percent of churches members were elders and ministers. They had to 
provide all the church care, such as home visits, Bible studies, cell group gatherings, and family 
conflict resolution. As a result, the church elders and ministers were exhausted. They had no time 
to provide community care. This was a big crisis the Taiwan church faced because it was hard to 
demonstrate Christ’s love to the community when all the labor was focused on the passive 
Christians sitting in the church. This is why people in Taiwan did not want to go to church, and 
the church experienced little numerical growth.” 

Pastor Lawrence Khong of Faith Community Baptist Church (FCBC) in Singapore held 
the third international conference on cell group churches in 1993 (ICCGC).* Our home church 


invited me to join this conference, and I received full financial support to attend it. 





2.www.ccea.org.tw/cceaup/church/christianityreport/2011.pdf 


3. “Milestones,” Faith Communithy Baptist Church, accessed September 10, 2017, 
https://www.fcbc.org.sg/about/milestones. 


Through Touch Community Service, FCBC could provide more effective community 
care.” Caring for disadvantaged groups in the community grew out of the so-called Laity 
Movement. Pastors and ministers passed all community care responsibilities to cell group leaders, 
and cell groups let more people join the work of shepherding and ministry. As a result, they had 
more man power for community care. 

This greatly inspired me in my desire to build a strong church because I wanted more 
people to devote themselves to community care. So, when I returned to the church in 1993, I 
began a cell group church. Cell group leaders and apprentice cell group leaders did more 
community care, giving me more time with the elders and ministers of church to strategically 
plan the church’s future. 

In 1997, Taiwan’s was shocked by the kidnapping and murder of the daughter of artist 
Ping-Ping Pai.” As the three murderers fled, they raped and killed other women, causing major 
unrest in Taiwan. Two of the murderers were shot dead as they escaped from the police, and the 
third, Jin-Xing Chen, was caught and arrested. During the reporting of this tragic story, a reporter 
noted that these murderers grew up in a family with a lot of problems.° They had no one to 
accompany them when they were young, and this added to my determination to focus on the 
church on youth ministry. 

In 1998, I attended a pastor training course led by Pastor Lawrence Khong. At one point 


during the training, he asked the pastors who gave their lives to Jesus Christ before the age of 





4. https://www.touch.org.sg/ 


5. Hsiao-Yen Pai disappeared after leaving for her school, Hsing Wu High School, on the morning of April 
14, 1997. Her family received a ransom request of US$5,000,000 (equivalent to about $7,380,000 in 2015) along 
with a severed piece of her little finger and a photograph of a bound girl. She was the only daughter of popular 
Taiwanese television host and actress Ping-Ping Pai and Japanese author Ikki Kajiwara. 


6. “The Enlightenment of Chen Jinxing’s Case,” accessed September 10, 2017, 
www2. yocjh.kh.edu.tw/subject/law/ [iz #2 #2 & | 2 Bk 4. htm. 


twenty to stand on the right, and the pastor who gave their lives to Jesus Christ after the age of 
twenty were asked to stand on the left. Shockingly, 95 percent of us stood on the right. These 
were ministers in Taiwan who possessed a firm faith in Christ, and it became apparent that in 
order to build a group of leaders with a firm faith, it was important to spread the gospel to 
teenagers, helping them believe in Jesus Christ before they reached twenty years of age. 

However, the preachers in attendance were 35 years old, or older. The world of our youth 
had been relatively simple. Twenty years later, society was getting worse. In addition, the rise of 
the internet generation complicated matters more. I walked away from that training convinced 
that we needed to train our disciples beginning in junior high school. We could not wait until 
they got into college, much less proclaim the gospel to them after they turned twenty; it would be 
too late. We needed to share the gospel to children while they were young. This further 
strengthened the mission and vision for youth ministry in our church. 

In 2002, Pastor César Castellanos brought the G12 movement to FCBC.’ The G12 cell 
group church model offered a greater challenge than the common cell group church. In a cell 
group church, not everyone needed to be a cell group leader; the cell group leader position was 
only for the person who was found suitable for the job. 

However, everyone needed to be a leader in the G12 cell group model. Each of the twelve 
people in a G12 group was responsible to train to be a new leader of a new group. Twelve new 
leaders times twelve new members brought exponential growth. This model a great impact in 
Taiwan, creating strong relationships that built strong and powerful churches. Observing this 
challenged me to turn our cell group church into a G12 cell group church. This shift was a big 


challenge to the church members. Some did not want to leave their comfort zone, and they left 





7. www.fcbe.org.sg 


the church. The church, which had 120 members, lost 40 members when we made the move to 
embrace the G12 ministry model. 

In 2003, we attended a youth seminar led by Pastor Kong Hee from Singapore City 
Harvest Church.* He shared his experience, and expanded our horizons, of how to effectively 
train teenagers to become leaders in Taiwan. The main seminar speaker was Kong Hee’s mentor, 
Ulf Ekman. Many times during his lecture, Ekman mentioned he wanted us to become 
productive disciples; his message was similar to G12 cell group system. Although his own 
church was not a G12 cell group church, the biblical verses he used and the spirit of the message 
were the same. After the seminar, one coworker from my church asked me, “Rev. Lin, do you 
collude with Rev. Ekman? How are you guys saying the same thing?” I said I didn’t collude with 
Rev. Ekman. Rev. Ekman’s sharing proved that I was on the right track, and I put the G12 cell 
group system into practice in my church. 

In 2002, we established the Tao Yuan Love Your Neighbor Association. After ten years’ 
preparation, many college students stayed in Chungli after they graduated, and they devoted 
themselves to working in after school classes for junior high school students with college 
students. The purpose of this association was to care for children and adolescents, and to train 
them to become leaders for the next generation. 

Initially, 10 students attended the after school class for junior high school students. 
Gradually, it increased to 50, and then to 100. In 8 years, it grew to 300 students. We also invited 
adolescents to know Jesus Christ through the after-school class, providing a huge breakthrough 


in spreading the gospel. 





8. City Harvest Church or CHC is a Pentecostal megachurch in Singapore. Founded in 1989 by Kong 
Hee, the church officially bases its values on charismatic and Pentecostal teachings, with emphases on such 
“doctrines” as “the Great Commandment,” “the Great Commission,” and “the Cultural Mandate.” 


In 2004, the political environment in Taiwan was unstable. The presidential election was 
swimming in controversy, and demonstrations were a constant event.” If this controversy 
couldn’t be solved, the whole country might have fallen into an unstable situation. In response, 
we put the G12 cell group system into practice. At first, the numerical growth was not so obvious. 
I even thought about ending the ministry in Taiwan and returning to the United States. One day 
when I was praying, God spoke to me: “Hsiung-Chien, if you can’t see the revival of churches of 
Taiwan during your lifetime, will you stay in Taiwan for me?” I replied: “If that is your will, I 
will listen and follow. I am willing to stay in Taiwan.” Then, God asked me: “If I let you see a 
big revival in Taiwan, would you be satisfied with it?” I was shocked and confused. Searching 
my heart, I realized I would not be satisfied if that day came. I came to understand that my 
church did not grow during these years because God was testing me. I saw my attitude was tested, 
and it made me have a right attitude toward building a church. 

In November 2004, I went to Hong Kong to attend a seminar with a number of pastors, 
during which we visited a church that had grown rapidly. They mentioned that morning prayer 
was the key they identified to their rapid growth. While some of Taiwan’s churches also had 
morning prayer, it was not enthusiastic. They would worship, sing songs, and pray, but I did not 
join it because my own enthusiasm was not inspired. 

However, morning prayer in Hong Kong was different; their morning prayer resembled a 
Sunday worship service. They would worship, pray, and hear God’s word. I was interested in 
expository preaching, and I saw the value of sharing God’s word during morning prayer. In 


Taiwanese churches, it’s hard to attract non-believers by using exegetical preaching during the 





9. President Shui-Bian Chen and Vice President Annette Lu of the Democratic Progressive Party were re- 
elected by a margin of 0.22% of valid votes over a combined opposition ticket of Kuomintang Party (KMT) 
Chairman Lien Chanand People First Party Chairman James Soong. Lien and Soong refused to concede and 
unsuccessfully challenged the results. 


10 


Sunday service. However, if we preached topical sermons during the weekends, non-believers 
would walk in to church more readily. 

Once I returned to Taiwan, I started to hold morning prayer. In Hong Kong, morning 
prayer began at 7:00am because they went to work late. This time was impossible in Taiwan. 
Students, college students, and workers could not join morning prayer because it was too late. 
Men and women who had retired from work could join morning prayer, but most of our church 
members were young people. We didn’t have many old people with us. Therefore, I decided to 
start at 5:30 and end at 7:00. 

At that time, 120 people attended the church. On the first day of morning prayer, 60 
people attended. Some even brought their babies with them. I was so touched by the trust they 
showed in me, and understood I had to be prepared for them. So, I prepared for morning prayer 
as I prepared for Sunday service. We had morning prayer every Tuesday through Friday, so I had 
to prepare for morning prayer immediately after the Sunday service. I used to prepare one lecture 
a week, but now I had to prepare five, and I studied God’s word every day. It not only demanded 
more of my time, I also found that our brothers and sisters reduced their night activities because 
they had to go to morning prayer so early in the morning. 

As a result, the whole church became healthier. Moreover, the population of our church 
increased to one thousand in five to six years. We had three hundred junior high students in our 
after-school class. Our community care also won the government’s recognition. We won many 


awards, including the first prize charity in 2009.'° I won the best father in 2013,'' and my wife 





10. mymedia.yam.com/m/2940767. 


11. chinatimes.com, posted August 4, 2014, accessed September 10, 2017, 
http://www.chinatimes.com/newspapers/20140804000468-260107. 
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won the title of best mother in 2014.'* The life of our church became stronger, and I gradually 
realized my goal. 

I saw a report from Luis Bush, a Christian missionary strategist, who presented a mission 
strategy for the ten to forty window.’* After years of evangelism observation, he presented the 
four to fourteen window, with the numbers standing for ages. If we wanted to build a strong 
church, we had to value the ministry of children of four to fourteen.'* Once again, it proved the 
importance of children’s ministry. Teenagers have harder hearts than children, and it was 
difficult to spread the gospel to them. 

Because we put 80 percent of our man power into an after-school class for elementary 
school students in 2011, we had one thousand children in our church that summer. It looked like 
a big revival. Unfortunately, some of our co-workers wore out mentally and spiritually after 40 
days of summer camps. Half of the teenagers left church, most of them being too self-centered. 
They just wanted people to attend to them. Some adult counselors left their jobs and even left 
church because they felt tired by the departure of these teenagers. 

I wondered if I should continue the ministry to children. If I wanted to build a strong 
church, children were the key. However, I was weary and could not sleep well. I even felt 
depressed. I prayed to God about whether or not I should continue. God asked me, “Hsiung- 
Chien, how old are you?” I was sixty then. I began to realize I started ministry to children when I 
was sixty. I might not be able to wait until these children grew up and became leaders. I did all 


this for God. I felt touched deeply. This was not for me; in fact, it’s for God. Because I love 





12. Liberty Times Net, posted May 5, 2014, accessed September 10, 2017, 
news.Itn.com.tw/news/local/paper/877189. 


13. “World Outlook,” Kingdom Revival Times, posted October 2, 2011, accessed September 10, 2017, 
http://krtnews.tw/world-outlook/article/703 1.html. 


14. Luis Bush, The 4/14 Window: Raising Up a New Generation to Transform the World, Compassion 
International, September 1, 2009. 
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Jesus Christ, I was willing to give what I had. When I made this decision, I could walk toward 
the future firmly. I deeply believed we should keep working with children before they were 
affected by this complex world. We had to build a high quality and world-class children’s 
ministry. We needed to try to save this generation’s children and to help them to know Jesus 
Christ. If successful, they could escape the bad environment of Taiwan. They could become 


leaders of a brand-new generation. The vision of children’s ministry was confirmed. 


The Effective Strategy of Winning College Students 

While developing the ministries to teenagers and children, we reduced our time on 
college evangelism for a while. With the prosperity of Taiwan growing, we realized that college 
students were growing up in a rich environment, and they preferred to stay in their comfort zone. 
Also, they spent most of their time on the internet. Therefore, we had a bunch of stay-at-home 
children. 

They were selfish and only cared for themselves. This trend raised concerns at the 
Taiwan Ministry of Education. As a result, the Ministry of Education placed an emphasis on 
service learning, providing a number of opportunities for service learning. We joined the power 
of love activity, which has been led by the Taishin bank since 2010.'° The main purpose of this 
activity was to let every charity learn how to make their charity work more effective. 

This was our first time involved in this activity. Once, while we promoted this activity at 
Chung Yuan Christian University (CYCU), a third-grade student came to CYCU to see his mom 
on a Wednesday afternoon. His mom was busy asking people to vote for the charity, and he 


joined her. Lots of college students were attracted by his innocence, and they joined the voting. 





15. Sun Zhongying, posted December 2, 2016, accessed September 10, 2017, 
http://udn.com/news/story/73 19/2142972. 
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They said the innocence of children was an irresistible attraction. Watching some college 
students, who were addicted to internet surfing, show compassion inspired me with a new 
strategy for college student ministry. 

So, I offered a service learning group assignment in my Philosophy of Religion class. 
Students could choose a group focused on religion or service learning. The result was that I had 
more students in the group for service learning; it had come to be a trend. Most students who 
took my class chose service learning. Through service learning and service clubs, which we 
established in universities, we found that we could use this to attract compassionate college 
students to devote themselves to social care. I saw this as a promising strategy to turn college 


students to disciples. 


The Present and Future of Taiwanese Churches 

For the past ten years, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) movements of 
Taiwan actively conveyed the concept of a gay rights movement among children and adolescents. 
After ten years of work, they became stronger and bigger. A vast amount of teenagers agreed 
with the legalization of gay marriage, and it was a big shock to church evangelism. Today, the 
legislators of Democratic Progressive Party who supported the legalization of diverse family 
formation were in the Legislative Yuan, and they planned to make Taiwan the first country 
which agreed the legalization of same-sex marriage in one or two years. Churches were facing a 
tough challenge, and we wondered what was our next step. 

For years, we have focused on children and youth ministries. If we want to beat the 
negative influence of the LGBT movements, we have to highlight how Christianity nurtures the 


well-being of families. To do this, we will promote filial piety-oriented discipleship training. 
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The Road That Taiwanese Churches Should Take in the Future 

In the previous paragraphs, I alluded to the social situation of Taiwan. The LGBT 
movement has brought the threat of legalized gay marriage and diverse family formation. After 
years of development, this movement has become mainstream, especially among young people. 
As a result, on November 30, 2014, there was a huge civic movement gathering of more 
than 150,000 people in front of the office of the Taiwanese president on Ketagalan Boulevard. '® 
After this gathering, the Faith and Hope League (FHL) wondered whether we could solve this 
problem in a political way?'’ We started to wonder if we had the time and energy to hold this 
kind of gathering? We wanted to use our time to influence the congress to solve problems. That 
meant we would need to be involved in congressional elections. 

We would like to send Christians who agree with the value of Christian marriages into 
Legislative Yuan. However, we were very frustrated with this election. In the political field, we 
were new. Though it was a big frustration to us, we still learned something from it. We knew 
more about politics, and it even gave us some warm-up activity for the neighborhood and town 
level representative elections in the next two years. Through the experience of the election in 
January 2016, we believe we have a better chance to win future elections. We can encourage 
Christians who are interested in the political field to participate in the election. We should work 
from the grass roots and then go to the congress. As a political strategy, we should return to the 


main battle field of legalization of same-sex marriage, rather than just accept it for the short-term. 





16. “Out of Sight, Out of Mind?” Memoranda, posted November 8, 2013, accessed September 10, 2017, 
http://memoranda.weebly.com/out-of-sight-out-of-mind/1130. 


17. https://krtnews.tw/images/pdf/2015/684-all pdf 


15 


The background of legalization of same-sex marriages is the gay movement, which has 
destroyed the value of the traditional family of husband and wife, or a man and a woman. 
Ultimately, the end result will be a sexual liberation movement. Thus, the best way to respond to 
this challenge is to encourage the well-being of families, holding up the biblical ideal of lifelong 
marriage between a man and a woman. Consequently, if we only use political means to solve this 


root problem, it is simply addressing the symptoms instead of curing the disease. 


The Predicament That Christians’ Families Are Facing 

To encourage the well-being of the family, the second point to be addressed is that 
Taiwanese Christians’ families are not a good role model. Generally, Christian families are not 
viewed as either something attractive or commendable. Being a pastor for more than twenty 
years, I have heard a lot of family questions in the church, including those raised by husbands 
and wives. I have counselled many couples. I have observed that Christian families are not so 
good, and they are not so different from non-Christian families. It is all because of our sinful 
nature. After Christians get married, they still use their “old self” to live within their families. 
They may look like Christian families. However, it’s often in name only. When troubles come, 
they revert to non-Christian habits of coping. They do not show good testimonies, which can 
shock the community. When we go back to our families of origin, our sinful nature will show up. 
It seems that the power of the gospel does not work on us. And when we go back to church, 
everything looks fine. 

I can’t see any possibility to build up the well-being of families. We are truly in a 
difficult situation. In the future, the main battlefield is the family because the system of marriage 


was set by God. Nevertheless, we do not live biblically. This is the current situation that most 
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Christians face. This is why it seems that the power of the gospel cannot solve the weakness of 
human nature. I also found that most Christians show their sinful nature at home. Children see 
the conflicts between their parents. Couples marry without biblical preparations for marriage, 
and they have children without biblical preparations for parenthood. These are the predicaments 


that Christian families face. 


Churches Are Not Following the Command to Love One Another 

I also discovered that the power of the gospel should be seen as addressing the problem 
of sin more deeply and effectively. However, all the local communities seem to see are the 
scandals of Jim Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart. This has happened to some Taiwanese churches 
leaders and laity, too. These churches leaders should have a higher morality standard. They fell 
as well. 

Thus, it makes me wonder why Christian men and Christian women do not behave as 
Christian husbands and Christian wives in Christian families. Marriage counselling in churches 
has only touched the surface problems. We do not truly solve the deep problems. I learned how 
to break the bad habits of sin from church leaders. Yet, if leaders can’t break through the 
weakness, ordinary families can’t break through, either. Christians have an empty reputation, and 
no one will want to become like Christian families if they are no different, or even worse, than 
everyone else. Solving this problem once and for all is what we face now. How does the power 
of the gospel address the problem of sin? 

Based on the observations above, maybe our spiritual families in the church did not 
follow the commandments to love one another. We did not truly love each other.'* We did not 


actually do it; therefore, human nature could not be changed. Just as we learned from the class of 
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“Journey to Intimacy”!” 


in the past half year, if we want to change, and to promote breakthrough 
in our lives, we have to solve family problems, first. Everyone has his or her own problems and 
something he or she cares about most. We have to start first the relationship between parents and 
children; otherwise, when facing marriages, there are lots of problems as well. 

Loving as Christ loved applies not only to husbands and wives, but also to church leaders. 
They need to love each other deeply because if they do not, they discredit their testimony of the 
gospel.”” However, many are used to having bad relationship with our parents, brothers, and 
sisters in our families of origin. If we go back to our families of origin, all the old habits will 
show up. This helped me to understand why God wants us to build spiritual families; God saved 
us and put us together as a family, a spiritual family. We are changed in this spiritual culture, and 
we bring these changes back to our families of origin, and then we can see the transition. 

The course “Journey to Intimacy” refers to a very important topic. From the 
psychological point of view, all interpersonal problems are based on parents and children’s 
problems from their families of origin. Everyone has his or her own fatal wounds in his or her 
life. But if all these problems from families of origin do not heal, they will detonate continuously 
in their own marriage. It will lead to scandal or divorce in the end. 

The course “Journey to Intimacy” is not only for couples, but for single brothers and 
sisters. If churches follow the command to love one another deeply, people change. Currently, 
we do not obey this commandment. I found that when Christians go back to their families of 
origin, all the sinful habits return. These families are in a dangerous situation, and this is why 


God wants to build spiritual families. God put a group of people together, gave them a new 
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environment, and built a new culture immersed in biblical values. When people are immersed in 
this new culture, it brings change. If we live out these changes in our families of origin, the plan 
of salvation is manifested. 

In the study of calculus, there is a transition model call the Jacobian Transformation.”! 
This model approaches a complex natural problem, and uses a different way to deal with it. Old 
XYZ-coordinates become new UVW-coordinates. Old points of view transition to new points of 
view. By changing parameters and coordinates, questions are simplified, and answers are more 
easily discovered. 

Similarly, spiritual families are the new coordinates, structures, and ways. Christians 
restart from here, and then go back to their families of origin. The reputation of Christian nurture 
for the well-being of families can be established. By this, everyone will know that we are God’s 
disciples, if churches obey the command to love one another.” 

There must be a large revival before Jesus’s coming”. There will be a huge revival at the 
end of the world. The restoration of families will be part of this revival, “Before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 


and the hearts of the children to their fathers.””* 


If we can solve this problem, it could be the 
hinging point for a big revival at the end of the world. It is a filial piety movement. We can try to 
make the hearts of the children turn to their fathers, and the hearts of the fathers to the children. 


If we temporarily separate ourselves from the habits and bondage of our families of origin, and if 


we first practice loving each other in our spiritual families, then practicing love in our families of 
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origin, a filial piety movement can be formed in the whole community. We may not be far from 
the big revival at that time. 

From a biblical perspective, if we put the command to honor our parents into practice, 
our lives will change. We can enjoy personal and family well-being.” Through showing filial 
piety for our parents, we as spiritual parents and spiritual daughters and sons, can change our 
lives. Taking this honoring culture back to our families of origin can show our parents how what 
we learn at church can be practiced at home. Christian families can establish a good reputation in 
the community and become known for helping families achieve better well-being. Therefore, a 
filial piety movement may be a pivot point for a larger revival at the end of the world. If we do it 
well, we can surely grab the attention of our communities. Even though we have to face the 
objections of the LGBT movement, we will win the support of the majority of people, because 
everyone has parents and filial piety is not only a universal value, but one that is central to 
traditional Asian attitudes. All expectations point toward the revival at the end of the world being 


a filial piety movement that will affect our community deeply. 


The Revival Strategies That Taiwanese Churches Need 
We want to build authentic spiritual families, and we take it seriously. An authentic 
spiritual family leads believers to learn to obey and respect spiritual parents, resulting in deep 
healing and wholeness. This is promised in Ephesians 6:3: “Honor your father and mother so that 
you may enjoy long life on earth.” 
We often hear that our thoughts determine our behaviors, our behaviors determine habits, 
our habits determine character, and our character determines the fate of our lives. This means 


that if we do not change our thoughts, our lives become stuck. Life must change. Therefore, 
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when we are done with this, we can promote the filial piety movement as promoting the well- 
being of families for which churches can become known. 

We propose encouraging a “filial piety movement” as a call to build a disciple training 
system that focuses on children and is supplemented with college students. In Taiwan, Buddhism 
and Taoism are two major beliefs. Most of us are the first generation of Christians in our families. 
Before we gave our hearts to Jesus Christ, we had a lot of bad habits. Even for the second 
generation of Christians, our Christian families are not so good. After more than twenty years’ 
experience of using church and disciple-making training systems, I have learned that we should 
give children the best Christian education we can, before they are impacted by society. We can 
help them establish a solid foundation for godly character. 

Through training in evangelism and discipleship, we can cultivate within our children 
leadership and problem-solving skills. They will be the future community leaders. Often, we 
partially train our disciples, and it is ineffective. However, if we can teach our children to obey 
and respect their spiritual authority from when they are little, their character will be more solid. 
When they turn 20-25 years old, they can become excellent leaders with godly character. They 
will shine for Jesus in every field. Establishing a disciple training system for children to college 
students will do well to develop character education. It will be effective for us to cultivate 
leaders. 

During the past five years, we established a free after school class for elementary school 
students. Through this program, we have contacted a lot of children from disadvantage families, 
and we have received public recognition for our work. Because our church, Chung Li Truth 
Church, established the social caring system and took care of a lot of disadvantaged families, we 


got lots of compliments from local officials and enterprises. 


pak 


In Taiwan, we happen to see many self-centered and selfish young men who start to walk 
toward the main stream of service learning. Taiwan’s education was based on knowledge and 
intelligence, so most of our young generations were self-centered. This will negatively affect the 
competitiveness of our nation in the future. So, building to create a “benefit others” culture 
becomes the education spindle for the government. We happened to be concerned about many 
children and teenagers, and we had the right idea. As a result, we are a charity, well-respected in 
the community. 

I began a service leaning group in the Philosophy of Religion course at Chung Yuan 
Christian University. Every semester, approximately 180 students enroll in my class, and two 
thirds of them sign up for the service learning group. I found that if we combine service learning 
with those college students who love children very much, we reap a lot of evangelistic and 
discipleship benefits. These college students can go to after-school classes to be with the children 
and help them with their homework. They receive approval and gratitude from the children. They 
feel useful. They develop tight bonds with our children. Students who do not believe in Jesus at 
first, ask Jesus to come into their lives, and they become disciples and counselors in children’s 
evangelism. 

Based on the observation and reflection above, this thesis-project proposes to develop an 
effective life companion system, which will inspire the love of college students who do not 
believe Jesus Christ, and effectively them to enter the household of God. They will immerse 
themselves in a church culture in which everyone learns to obey and respect his or her spiritual 
parents. They will become disciples and leaders so that it will be a circulatory system to bless 
children who in turn bless others. Therefore, this thesis-project will discuss the development of a 


complete disciple training system from children to college students. College students can 
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contribute to the community through public service. A good reputation through serving many 
disadvantaged families and trying to carry out the filial piety movement will help bring change 
and transformation to Taiwan, even the whole world. We also prepare the road for the coming of 


Jesus Christ, the heavenly king. 
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CHAPTER 2 
DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING 


FROM BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


In the first chapter, I specifically mentioned this essay for the purpose of addressing the 
concerns related to how to recruit effectively college-level students to help children from 
disadvantaged families. Our caring for and continuous companionship with the children shall 
build up their unique character that equips them to be useful assets in God’s kingdom. 

Consequently, with confidence we could then successfully raise up the children and 
young people in this generation. As a result, we could establish a strong and flourishing church 
in Taiwan. Second, what is the importance and correlation of collegiate ministry and ministry to 
children in the establishment of a healthy church in Taiwan? In the first chapter, I described the 
background of Taiwanese society to probe this interrelationship. I also stated my observation of 
the trends of this contemporary world and the importance to win over this generation of children 
and young people. After that I would like to present our vision and methodology. Later in 
chapter 2, based on the biblical and theological foundations, I will attempt to define the meaning 


of discipleship training. 


Understand the Definition of Evangelism, Discipleship, and Church Revival 
When I ponder the definition of evangelism, discipleship, and church revival, I think of 
the role model set by the Lord Jesus, the apostle Paul, and the other apostles mentioned in the 


New Testament. I tried to get away from the traditional viewpoint and instead take a more in- 
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depth stand. The former treats discipleship training and church revival as separate processes, yet, 


from an operational standpoint, they are inseparable and should be integrated. 


Evangelism 

Speaking of evangelism, through the actions demonstrated by Jesus of casting out 
demons and healing sicknesses to serve the community, | he first expressed love which was 
manifested through his actions to serve the general public. Then he preached the gospel of the 
kingdom. 

In the first century, when Jesus lived, there were many diseases which were not curable, 
partly due to the lack of advanced medicine, and also due to spiritual bondage, which required 
healing by casting out demons with the power of God. Many sick people at that time felt 
hopeless and helpless, but Jesus managed to satisfy their needs in curing them. 

Contact with a large number of needy people and their networks provided further contact 
with thousands of people. Beginning with those who had responded positively toward the gospel, 
Jesus selected the twelve apostles.” Especially with these appointed twelve apostles, Jesus lived 
with them, spent time, and trained them to become his successors, empowering and trusting them 
to continue his ministry, and from these he expanded to seventy disciples® and finally 
120 followers,* That is the true meaning of discipleship. 

To summarize, Jesus, through both social work and preaching the gospel of the kingdom 


to the society, chose his disciples from the crowds and manifested himself through living by 
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example and in-depth teaching, developing more disciples and apostles. From this we 
acknowledge that evangelism and discipleship are combined as one in practice, not merely as a 
classroom teaching. From the example set by Jesus, I would define the evangelism as following: 
Based on the Master Plan of Evangelism’ to build up a strong lifestyle of a G12 cell group 
church,° and under the guidance and the power of the Holy Spirit, to develop powerful strategies 


for sharing the gospel of the kingdom to the society, and winning souls for the kingdom of God. 


Discipleship 

Matthew 28:18-20 is usually referred to as the Great Commission, and it is a form of 
discipleship training as well. Through social work and meeting people’s needs, we can further 
equip them for evangelism. 

I believe this is exactly what it meant to spread the gospel from interaction with social 
care and discipleship training. When disciples follow God’s call to serve in the church ministry 
with professionalism, some day they can easily succeed in the humanitarian areas of culture 
domain. In times to come, gifted church members in various professions will be able to influence 
the entire community. I think this is the way to welcome and expand church revival. 

Therefore, my definition of discipleship is this: Based on the authority of Jesus Christ,’ to 


lead people to Christ, to build them up in their daily life, to equip them for the ministries, and to 
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send them out as a group for overcoming the seven mountains of culture* through their calling, to 


transform the nation for the kingdom of Christ. 


Church Revival 
Combining evangelism and discipleship, my definition of church revival is as follows: It 
should combine the lifestyle approach of the church’s evangelism strategies and the discipleship 
system to awaken or quicken of God’s people to their true nature and purpose, and to send them 


out for the goal of transforming the nations for the kingdom of Christ. 


From the Viewpoint of Spiritual Warfare 

I would like to examine the deeper meaning of discipleship training. I have been involved 
in many years of hands-on experience engaging in discipleship training at a church level, as well 
as constantly seeking what is considered a successful discipleship training program. I realized 
that discipleship training itself is form of a spiritual warfare that could not merely rely on 
classroom teachings to accomplish its goal. It is spiritual warfare because Satan does not like to 
see God’s children be transformed to have a Christ-like life. Therefore, I will approach this topic 
from the perspective of spiritual warfare; otherwise it is nearly impossible to establish a 
methodology to build a healthy and comprehensive discipleship training. Speaking of spiritual 
warfare, we will have to investigate the true meaning of the spiritual armor referred to in the 


book of Ephesians.” In this spiritual warfare, spiritual armor plays a vital role; therefore, I would 
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like to explore the core value of discipleship training that builds a church that glorifies God’s 


name. 


The Blueprint of Building the Church 

The book of Ephesians first mentions the vision and calling of a glorious church. '° Then 
it exhorts the churches bearing the image of the glorious God how to achieve that goal.'! Right 
after the first paragraph, which discusses the vision and calling of a glorious church, the apostle 
Paul exhorts the churches and brings forward the challenges and suggestions to achieve this goal. 
First, he mentions the authority of a church,'” then the authority of a family unit,'* including for a 
married couple and parents. He specifically points out further that one should respect and honor 
one’s parents as that which is the first commandment with a promise, so that one may be blessed 
and enjoy long life on the earth. Later on, he discusses the authority of a society and nation. '* 
What is the reason that he brings up authority prior to mentioning spiritual armor? This is 
because we are facing spiritual warfare, and spiritual warfare is closely related to obedience to 


authority. 


Reaching Maturity Through Suffering 
Why do I select spiritual warfare and wearing spiritual armor as the core content in 


effective discipleship training? This is because each of us, every one of God’s children, has to 
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endure suffering in order to grow spiritually to maturity. Romans 5:3-5 states, “not only that, but 
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 


915 


has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”’~ Therefore, 


only through suffering can believers reach maturity. 


Spiritual Armor and Suffering 

What is the reason that we start from a discussion of spiritual armor when we explore the 
core value of discipleship training? This is because the main purpose of discipleship training is to 
cultivate one’s spiritual life toward maturity! 

Yet, in order to achieve that goal, we must guide the disciples through the trial of 
enduring suffering. We know that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces a 
matured character. The real purpose of wearing spiritual armor is to be able to defend 
successfully against one’s spiritual enemies when going through suffering. After one has 
succeeded, one is still able to stand firm in the faith. However, discipleship training is itself 
spiritual warfare; only when going through suffering can one truly grow to maturity. Therefore, 
when discussing the core value of discipleship training, one must understand the deeper meaning 
of the spiritual armor in order to achieve its goals. Next we will discuss each piece of spiritual 
armor. 

In the book of Ephesians is mentioned the whole spiritual armor that Christians are 
wearing. One has to wear the whole armor of God so that one can stand against the wiles of the 
devil. What is the real meaning of “wearing”? In the Bible, it mentioned that a mature Christian 


has to put away the former manner of life (the old man) and be renewed in the spirit of one’s 
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mind (and in the new man). It seems there is a connection between maturing and wearing 
something spiritually, it means a way of life. The action of putting on or taking off is a daily 
activity that comes consciously. It is not a mind-boggling exercise but rather an easy daily 
activity. So when we shed the bad habits imbedded in us, the new person in us will be able to 
grow: it resembles to the action of “putting away” and “putting on.” The key point mentioned in 
the book of Ephesians is that when we wear something, we are wearing Jesus Christ. It is 
important that we wear the whole armor given to us by the Lord so that we can experience the 
mighty Lord when we are in the midst of suffering. I truly believe that our spiritual maturing is 
gained only through tribulations that are merely a disguise for blessings. Just as the old saying 
goes, you can’t gain knowledge without practice, so when we face setbacks permitted by the 
Lord, we must wear the complete spiritual armor. The spiritual armor is the pivotal point. 
Therefore, talking about discipleship training, we must probe into what is a complete spiritual 
armor. 

Sometimes it seems that there are other additives to the definition, and sometimes the 
discussion tends to be rather shallow and superficial. What is the true meaning? Each part of the 
spiritual armor carries a special meaning. When a spiritual life is built utilizing each unique 
accessory, then it can fully manifest a well-grounded spiritual life. Although there are plights in 
our life, each time we overcome such difficulty, we become more mature. I now mention how to 


become a mature Christian, completely based on the biblical foundation. 
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Having Loins Girt About with Truth 

What is the meaning of the truth referred here? And how about girding one’s loins? In 1 
Peter,’® it is written that one should “gird up the loins of your mind”'” so that one’s mind can be 
constrained and stay focused on the salvation that Jesus will bring in his second coming. 
Therefore, when talking about girt loins, there is a spiritual meaning related to constraints on 
one’s mind and thoughts; subsequently we will explore the real meaning of truth mentioned here. 
First, there is a close correlation between truth and one’s mind and thoughts. Our thoughts 
should always be based on truth. In other words, all our thoughts should be based on the truth 
that comes from our Lord. This is why the book of Proverbs'* advises, “guard your heart, for 
everything you do flows from it.” 

Therefore, that our minds and thoughts be constrained by the truth is a crucial matter. 
That is closely related to our destiny. In summary, “having your loins girt about with truth” 
means our thoughts and minds should always be based on God’s words and we should allow 
those words to constrain us. In addition, Psalm 1:2-3 describes the righteous, spiritually mature 
person whose “delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. 
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 
leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.” Consequently, God will bless abundantly 
those who meditate on God’s words day and night—that is, those who repetitively think of his 
words. Their lives are like trees planted by streams of water and nourished by God’s daily 


provision; then they can bear the fruits of life, and whatever they do will prosper. We can be 
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affirmed that the meaning of constraining our lives by God’s words refers to adopting the good 
habit of meditating God’s words repetitively; such a person will be blessed by the Lord. 

Aside from that, the focal point mentioned in Mark 4:1-9 in the parable of sowing is not 
discussing four different types of soil but our attitude of listening to God’s words. If we read the 
Bible and listen to sermons, our attitude about God’s words determines our ending: to be 
abundant or barren? The outcome is solely determined by our attitude in applying God’s words 
in our life to pursue truth. The parable of the soils points out one’s desire of knowing God’s 
words. When no outsiders were around, the disciples who followed Jesus asked for Jesus’ advice 
about the true meaning of the parable.'’ Jesus told them that the mystery of God’s kingdom will 
be revealed only in words, yet to those who are not eager about God’s words, those words will be 
revealed to them only in parables. Those people seriously trying to understand and pursue the 
mystery of God’s kingdom and willing to apply what they learned in their lives shall bear thirty, 
sixty, or one hundred times of fruit. Therefore, from this parable we learn in essence that the 
outcome depends whether we are willing to meditate on God’s words repetitively. Only by doing 
that can our lives effectively grow to maturity. Moreover, Jesus explained that he has no 
intention to hide the mystery of his kingdom. Instead, he is willingly to manifest the mystery to 
those pursuing the righteousness of his kingdom and meditating on his words day and night. He 
will give them continuous spiritual growth to maturity, and they will bear rich spiritual fruit. °° 

From the parable of the vine in the book of John,”' we can grasp that the main purpose of 
the vine is to bear fruit and to bear it abundantly. Here Jesus said he is the true vine and we are 


the branches; if the branches remain in the vine, then they can absorb nutrition from the Vine and 
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bear fruit. “Remaining in the vine” means one needs to think on God’s words repetitively.” 
Through life’s trials and sufferings, our old lives are continuously pruned by our Father; our lives 
can be renewed, and we will bear much fruit. Continuing in this chapter, Jesus pointed out that 
while we remain in his words and his love, we should earnestly love each other. In John 15:9, it 
explains that when one meditates on God’s words day and night, he is a person who is eager 
about God’s words and had the desire to understand God’s will. Therefore, that person is willing 
to follow God’s teaching, that is, to obey his commandments, and this is a person who loves the 
Lord.”? When we remain in God’s words, we then remain in Jesus’ love. That is God’s 
commandment. Jesus said that as his Father loves him, he will also love believers. Thus, 
believers should love each other. If we remain in this state of loving each other, then we love 
Jesus and can bear thirty, sixty, or one hundred times of fruit, and our lives will be matured. 
Therefore, the first accessory in the spiritual armor refers to: our possessing the good 
habit of constantly thinking on God’s words and obeying his commandment: love each other! 
We shall follow the example set by our heavenly Father in that he loves Jesus, and Jesus uses 
sacrificial love to love us. This type of lifestyle can afford us an understanding of the deeper 
mystery of his kingdom. Through understanding the truth; one can bear spiritual fruit abundantly. 
This is the true meaning of “having your loins girt about with truth.” By this, our spiritual life 


naturally will grow to maturity, and whatever we do will prosper. 


Putting on the Breastplate of Righteousness 
The second accessory in the spiritual armor is leading a sanctified life through 


justification by faith. In 1 John 1 Christians learn how to live a life that is justified by faith: “That 
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which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked at and our hands have touched.””* The apostle John mentions here that since the 
twelve disciples are always associated with Jesus and Jesus has full, complete fellowship with 
the Father, therefore God’s life extended to the disciples through their close fellowship with 
Jesus. 

In this way, contemporary disciples could then walk in the light; they are also connected 
with church leaders from the first century, and church leaders from the first century were 
connected with previous leaders throughout history. Through this continuous lineage, one 
generation to the next, we can then form a life bound with those spiritual leaders. Also through 
this way, we are guarded in Jesus and continuously walk in the light, not in the darkness, while 
we Strive to achieve being holy. An important attribute of this habit is that we shall stay 
transparent to a spiritual authority. 

Thus, it is said in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” This is the foundation that allows us 
to continue walking in the light, living a life that manifests justification by faith; this is the 
reason that in order for God’s children to grow to maturity, they must form a close bound with a 
spiritual authority and be transparent to that authority. This is similar to the “confessional action” 
in Catholic tradition that can produce some effects. Therefore God’s children need to have a 
close connection with a spiritual authority; when they commit a sin, they should be transparent to 
the spiritual authority to share their weakness bravely, because God is faithful and righteous and 
will forgive our transgressions and cleanse all our unrighteousness. Thus, putting on the 


breastplate of righteousness is forming a transparent and trusting relationship with a spiritual 





24. 1 John 1:1-9, verse 1. 
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authority. In this way, one can live under the cover of spiritual authority, strive toward being 


holy, and manifest justification by faith. 


Shod with the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace 

In Ephesians 2,” the phrase “gospel of peace” appears a few times. This phrase has two 
meanings. First, it refers to that fact that during New Testament times, Christian churches 
consisted of people of different races, men and women of diverse backgrounds, yet they were all 
converted through rebirth in the faith. But since there were many differences caused by the 
diversity of race, background, and nationality, there were disputes among them. Only through the 
blood that Jesus shed on the cross, and his sacrificial love, was the bridge that separates people 
broken down. Jesus’ sacrifice helps us mend our differences and accept each other in harmony 
and peace”’. Thus the meaning of being shod with the “preparation of the gospel of peace” is that 
we should learn to love each other and to live in harmony;~’ when we can truly love each other, 
people can recognize that we are truly God’s children. Through the manifestation of love and 
harmony, many non-believers will be attracted and willing to enter into God’s house. We should 


strive to love each other internally and aggressively spread the gospel to others. 


Taking the Shield of Faith to Extinguish Flaming Darts 
Romans 10:17 says, “Consequently faith comes from hearing the message, and the 


message is heard through the word of Christ.” God’s words come from the teaching of Jesus and 





25. Eph 2:14-18. See Lincoln, Ephesians, 449. 
26. Eph 6:15. 
27. The full armor of God: UBS New Testament Handbook Series: Eph 6:15: Readiness to announce the 


Good News of peace. Here peace is practically synonymous with reconciliation. It is the restoration of spiritual 
health or wholeness. 
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are usually conveyed to us from the interpretation and personal experience of a preacher. 

The word faith is mentioned in Luke 17.7* Jesus teaches us to forgive those who harm us, 
and subsequently the disciples begged Jesus to increase their faith. The removal of the roots of 
bitterness and hatred from our life requires God’s intervention to increase our faith. Jesus said, 
“Tf you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea’ and it will obey you.” We need to have faith that believes one can move 
mountains to fill the seas—that is from God. With that kind of faith, then we will be able to 
remove all bitterness in us. This kind of experience is gained only through being obedient and 
respectful and trying hard to please the spiritual authorities. Then this faith coming from our 
Lord can move the mountains to fill the seas, and all the hills and mountains of bitterness that 
existed in our life are uprooted. 

Therefore, if we repetitively meditate on God’s words, are transparent to a spiritual 
authority, and strive to please God, we then, as brothers and sisters, could forgive one another, 
accept one another, and truly love one another. We then will gain this enormous faith given to us 
from our Lord that enables us to move mountains to fill the seas. This faith can uproot bitterness 
brought from the biological family; any evil roots that prohibited us from spiritual growth; now 
our life can grow to maturity. If this uprooting process persists, we will consistently maintain a 
pure and clean heart to serve the Lord. In Matt 5:8, Jesus says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God.” 

When we order bitterness to get away from us, the roots of bitterness and hatred will be 


uprooted. We then become a person with a pure heart, possessing the ability to test and approve 
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what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will.”’ In conclusion, when we are equipped 
with the three previously mentioned accessories, we made a proclamation about the power of our 


faith that can defend against the tricks and deceptions of enemies. 


Taking the Helmet of Salvation 

What is the meaning of “taking the helmet of salvation’? First Thessalonians 5:8 says, 
“But since we belong to the day, let us be sober [self-controlled], putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.” Thus the “helmet of salvation” refers to 
hope,” but what kind of hope is this? 

From a narrower viewpoint, it refers to the hope to be saved from sufferings;*' from a 
more general point of view, it refers to achieving the hope destined in our life. This is what said 
in Rom 5:3-5, that in the midst of suffering, one still learns the lesson of perseverance; in the end, 
that crafts a matured character, and only with this matured character can one accomplish what is 
destined for him or her. This hope reflects what the apostle Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14: 
“Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

Because we will possess a fine character after being molded, then we are able to achieve 
what is destined for us; we can then live a life filled with faith, hope, and love and enjoy the 


loving fellowship with brothers and sisters. Through this, God gives us an enormous faith that 





29. Rom 12:1-2. 
30. See Lincoln, Ephesians, 450. 
31. The full armor of God: UBS New Testament Handbook Series: Eph 6:17. Salvation here is to be 
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can move mountains to fill the seas and uproot all bitterness remaining in our lives from being 


harmed in the past. In this way, we are able to achieve what God destines for us. 


Taking the Sword of the Spirit 

From what we learned in Romans 12, when we are willing to offer our bodies as living 
sacrifices, we will be living under the cover of spiritual authority. We then obtain the power to 
overcome the temptations of this world; therefore, our mind and thoughts can be continuously 
transformed and renewed. In other words, after we endured sufferings and trials, we evolved to 
be able to be renewed and transformed. We then could truly understand God’s words, as Jesus 
also endured sufferings that were a disguised blessing to give to us. As a result, when we are 
equipped and put on all the accessories of the spiritual armor, we then can immerse ourselves in 
God’s words, dwell within Jesus Christ, repetitively meditate on his words, confess our sins, be 
transparent to a spiritual authority, and build up a bilateral, trustworthy relationship. Only when, 
under the cover of a spiritual authority, all parts of the church body can forgive each other, know 
each other, accept each other, fulfill each other, can the body ultimately live a harmonious and 
pleasant church life in unity. In this way, people will be attracted to know the Lord willingly. 
Listening to the gospel proclaimed to them, they would love to be baptized and become a 
member of the church body, dwelling in such a warm spiritual family. In this way our faith will 
leap forward to manifest God’s almighty power. We stand firm in the belief that the hope 
destined for us will be realized. 

When we go through all the trials and tribulations, our minds will be renewed and 
transformed; suffering brings us blessings that are a fatal blow to Satan. Therefore, if we can 


indeed believe the spiritual armor carries the core value of discipleship training, we will be 
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empowered to endure through various sufferings, be equipped as saints, building a matured and 
excellent team in the church and enjoying a warm and supportive spiritual family. Till then, 
thousands of nonbelievers will be attracted to turn to Jesus, an outcome that fully accomplishes 
the purpose of discipleship training. The six spiritual pieces of armor mentioned above are the 


core value of discipleship training. 


Conclusion 
In order to better define evangelism, discipleship, and church revival, one must take a 
broader view in drawing up a comprehensive definition. Because each of the components is 
interrelated, one should not look at each individually as if they each stand alone. In the past when 
churches studied the definition of discipleship, they usually overlooked and neglected addressing 
the inevitable challenges of facing the spiritual battles. In this chapter, I provided a detailed 
analysis studying the spiritual armor that is essential to raise up a strong army for God’s kingdom 


through an effective discipleship training. 


Evangelism 
In this chapter, I took a holistic approach to addressing the definition of evangelism; in 
my view it must set firmly on the foundation formed by strong G12 groups in order to bring forth 
the church revival at the end. To reach this goal, we will not only rely on the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance but also obtain a good understanding of the society we are in so that a workable and 
practical evangelism strategy can be developed. For example, the parenting education used today 
in Taiwan mainly focuses on how to raise the children in a loving and protective environment; 


therefore our next generation did not understand the meaning of expressing gratitude to their 
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parents. Consequently, this situation also reflected and extended to the church, as the younger 
generation tends to be more self-centered since growing up in a protective environment, it is a 
difficult lesson for them to understand making sacrifices and being absolutely committed in 
God’s kingdom. This inadequacy presented difficulty in building their all-around character in the 
church, not to mention trying to build future leaders for God’s kingdom at this end time. 

Subsequently, we introduced the “filial” program in the elementary schools so that we 
could raise a new generation possessing a beautiful character of loving and respecting their 
parents. This is what this society desperately needs! The topic of “filial” will be the breaking 
point and platform for the church in establishing direct communications with this society. Hence 
we rolled out many such programs in primary schools along with many children’s summer camps 
that centered on this theme to extensively recruit children to enroll. However, the recent years’ 
weak economic environment in Taiwan caused widespread marital problems in many families as 
well as many single-parent households. I believe perhaps Taiwan has the most serious marital 
problems in Asia and in the world, if not the worst. 

We believe the summer camps held in the theme of “filial” will address many hidden 
issues in today’s families. Since we wanted to help more children from single-parent households; 
we waived registration fees to those children. Through our conviction and caring, we were able 
to evangelize and lead many more children to the Lord. In the semester that followed, we 
continuously provided free services to the children from less fortunate households, recruiting 
them to join the after-school tutoring program that gave us the opportunity to work with them 
building up their character. Meanwhile, we were able to recruit many college students to 
participate and provide services to the children in these programs. Through the course, Religion 


Philosophy, that I taught in Chung Yuan Christian University, many college students were 
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recruited to work with us to serve in this program. Aside from that we were also able to recruit 
help from several evangelical conferences held for college students. The devotion and love given 
by these college students warranted tremendous appreciation from the high school and middle 
school students. The college students felt satisfaction and are motivated to continue their service 
in the program. This amazing influence ultimately encouraged many of the college students to 
accept the Lord as their personal Savior and later be baptized. This strategy has delivered great 
success as we originally had hoped for; that is, using social caring as the conduit to evangelize 


the society and ultimately win over this generation for God’s kingdom. 


Discipleship 

The strategy that we used to evangelize had brought in a good number of college students 
and high school and middle school children to be touched by God’s love. Meanwhile, adoption 
of the G12 cell group concept under the open cell spirit allowed us to follow up with them, care 
for them, guide them, lead them to the Lord and finally be baptized; enter into the church life 
equipped with the powerful spiritual armor; along the way we also encouraged the leaders follow 
the example set by Jesus as a good shepherd who sacrificed his life for his sheep, in other words, 
to sacrifice for the disciples that he leads and speak the truth in love to build up each other. 

We encourage the disciples strive to be submissive to the leaders and be respectful to the 
authorities with clear conscience; for the brothers and sisters of one’s peers learn to be forgiving, 
accepting each other to build a sincerely loving church culture; from this discipleship, we will be 
anointed and blessed by the Holy Spirit through faith, overcome any sufferings and adversity 
before us, and in all things we are more than conquerors through him! Therefore, our spiritual 


life will be continuously renewed and transformed to reach maturity; then we will be capable to 


4] 


build up a strong and thriving G12 cell group church that ultimately shall bring about church 


revival in this generation to glorify his name! 


Church Revival 
Following the strategy mentioned above, we will be able to evangelize effectively, 


leading college students and high school and middle school children to the Lord in swarms, 


baptizing them and having them participate in church ministries; conducting discipleship training 


based on the true meaning of wearing spiritual armor; facing the daily spiritual challenges 
fearlessly, cultivating many brave disciples to build the strong and thriving G12 cell group 


church for an anticipated spiritual revival in Taiwan. 
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CHAPTER 3 
THE PRINCIPLE AND PRACTICE OF DISCIPLING 


COLLEGE STUDENTS AND CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH 


Introduction 
AS was mentioned in chapter 1, in order to turn around the destiny of the Republic of 
China, Taiwan, we Christians in Taiwan desperately need to have many strong and healthy 
churches. But in order to achieve that goal, we will need to lay a firm foundation on strong 
collegiate and children’s ministries. In this chapter I will discuss some discipleship training 
methods. I feel fortunate that during the time I became a Christian, Taiwan experienced the early 
stage of its economic growth, and this growth was sustained a while longer. Because of this 


growth, many discipleship training strategies were introduced to Taiwan at the time. 


Campus Crusade for Christ 

I accepted the Lord and became a Christian in 1972 when I was affiliated with a college 
Christian fellowship group. This group is a branch of the Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC). My 
fellowship group adopted the CCC discipleship training methodology, and surely it generated a 
significant evangelical movement in Taiwan. Therefore, I had my first knowledge of the CCC 
discipleship training system. 

CCC is a nondenominational Christian organization that focuses its ministries on colleges 
and universities. It was founded by Dr. Bill Bright in 1951 at the University of California Los 
Angeles,’ one of the colleges in the University of California system; since then, it has expanded 


further to reach out to adults, professionals, families, athletes, and high school students. In 2011, 





1. “What We Do,” accessed April 2, 2018, https://www.cru.org/us/en/about/what-we-do/milestones.html. 
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CCC had a presence in 191 countries and has twenty-five thousand missionaries worldwide. 
Their mission credo is “through the continuous cultivation of disciples, to build up the spiritual 
movement at all levels of the society. In order to spread the gospel to every corner, it shall send 
workers to the end of the world.” 

CCC’s gospel teaching material relied mainly on the films produced in 1979 depicting 
the life of Jesus Christ and the widely used small pamphlet about four spiritual laws.” Their 
strategy is to follow Jesus’ example in three aspects: saving souls, discipleship training, and 
sending out workers.” 

When I was in fifth grade, because of the various difficulties facing our family, my 
mother committed suicide. From that point on, my father became the only person in the world 
that I could depend on. In mid-September in 1972, when I was a sophomore in college, I 
attended a Christian evangelical event and became a Christian. In October of that same year, my 
father became gravely ill. Under such a circumstance, many Christian classmates prayed for me 
and showed their deep caring to me. Amazingly and totally unexpectedly, my father recovered 
from his illness in a quite speedy manner! This experience lifted me spiritually, and I decided to 
be baptized without any further hesitation that December. 

Since then, I was immersed in participating in the Christian fellowship on campus and 
subsequently received the discipleship training that built up my Christian life; the training I 
received then was developed from the CCC methodology. That was during 1972 to 1975 when I 


started the new life, being cultivated, cared for, and fed spiritually. 





2. “Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?” accessed April 2, 2019, 
http://www.4laws.com/laws/downloads/Chn 1Eng4pWBO03Oct.pdf. 


3. www.w4j.org/m/abc/Upload/Download/RF7A9D5795F2.pptx, 18. 
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In my college years, I came across a counselor who has since influenced my life deeply. 
We called him Uncle Guang-Ming; in his early days he was associated with Watchman Nee’s 
local churches and was a leader trained by them. He had tremendous passion for encouraging 
young people to study the Bible. He was also a well-respected spiritual elder and leader in the 
college fellowship group. Not only did he encourage us to study the Bible, but also he 
exemplified this practice. At the time, he was about fifty years of age but had already read the 
Bible more than one hundred times. Through the example he set, we all became Bible lovers. 
Every morning, he accompanied us in devotions; he also set up special Bible study camps 
helping us to understand the Bible. After graduating from college in 1975, I still continuously 
received solid Bible training. Through this, I became more proficient in Bible words and 
teachings. 

I went into the military ROTC training required by the Taiwanese government from 1975 
to 1977. After I was dismissed from the military, I took the graduate school entrance exam and 
was admitted to the National Taiwan University majoring in civil engineering. At that time, I 
joined the ministry in the Taipei Truth Lutheran Church; at first I was a coworker and later 
assumed the leadership role. In all the ministries with which I was involved, we used the CCC’s 
teaching methodology, but the methodology was extended to be used in the church. 
Simultaneously at that time, I experienced many life-changing lessons. Whether it was partnering 
with a coworker or facing a challenge to my leadership ability, I learned many valuable lessons. I 
got married in 1980 and later was admitted to University of Massachusetts to continue my 
graduate study in the civil engineering field. In the Bible study group that I led at UMass, we 
followed the CCC methodology, which helped us grow and mature spiritually. From 1983 to 


1987, while I was employed by several civil engineering consulting companies, God’s calling 
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came upon me to further equip myself with advanced theological training. I then entered 


Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and subsequently interned at the Chinese Baptist Church 


at Amherst (University of Massachusetts). From 1972 to 1992, I was completely trained by the 
CCC discipleship training system (see fig. 1).* 
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3.Serving Together 
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Figure 1. The Discipleship Training System of Campus Crusade for Christ 


Navigators 


In 1991, when I finished my study at Gordon-Conwell, I returned to Taiwan. Under the 


commission of the Taipei Truth Lutheran Church, I planted the Lutheran Truth Church in Chung 


Li. At the same time, I taught the Religion Philosophy course in Chung Yuan Christian 


University. Through teaching this course, I met many college students and was able to lead them 


to know the Lord and become Christians. This was my second stage of my college evangelical 





4. www.w4j.org/m/abc/Upload/Download/RF7A9D5795F2.pptx, 19. 
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journey. At this stage, I was called by the Lord to build a strong and thriving church. For that 
reason, I paid special attention on how to conduct meaningful and effective discipleship training. 
On one occasion, I was invited to speak by the Navigators Organization in Chung Yuan Christian 
University, where I had a chance to consult with their leaders, and since then I had contact with 
the discipleship training strategy. 

The Navigators is an international Christian mission organization founded in 1933 in the 
United States.’ Currently 110 countries have the Navigators’ presence and ministries, which 
includes ministries in Muslin and communist countries. In the years of its inception, the founder 
of the Navigators, Dawson Trotman, prayed over many countries. He was burdened by the 
spiritual needs in Taiwan. Therefore, the first missionary, Doug Sparks, from the Navigators was 
sent to Taiwan in 1951°. But the ministry did not get started until the 1970s. However, now they 
conduct not only various ministries on campus for students but also for young professionals and 
families. They also send missionaries overseas. Their discipleship strategy lies in soliciting, 
fostering, and sending out workers to achieve Great Commission. In summary, their ministries 
encompass four basic areas: the Great Commission, workers, multiplying, and ethnic diversity 


(see fig. a) 





5. “History of the Navigators,” accessed April 2, 2019, https://www.navigators.org/about/history/. 
6. www.navigators.org.tw/m-college/muco.files/introduction.htm. 


7. www.w4j.org/m/abc/Upload/Download/RF7A9D5795F2.pptx, 21. 
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Figure 2. The Wheel of Life Building 


Cell Group Church 

One year after I planted the church in Chung Li, my mother church invited me to attend 
the third International Conference on Cell Group Churches (ICCGC) in Singapore in 1993.° I 
started to be aware of and made the initial contact with the cell group churches movement. 
During the conference, I observed the operation of the cell group churches that caught my 
attention and notice. I had just returned from the United States with the hope that I would be able 
to build a strong and thriving church in Taiwan someday but was awakened by some obstacles 
lying ahead. Since the native religion is not evolved from Christianity but from Buddhism and 


folk beliefs instead, to spread the gospel in Taiwan requires a huge breakthrough. In other words, 





8. “About Faith Community Baptist Church,” accessed April 2, 2019, 
https://www.fcbc.org.sg/about/milestones. 
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Christianity is a foreign religion to the Taiwanese people. In order for the Christian faith to be 
accepted in Taiwan, the truth of “God loves the world” has to be applied effectively in society. 
Moreover, I noticed a large void in the society: negligence of social caring and insensitivity to 
human suffering. We Christians must address these needs in the society in order to spread gospel 
to ordinary people and then prepare them to be useful resources in God’s kingdom. This is why I 
value the importance of social caring. 

While still pondering on this revelation, I went to Singapore in 1993 to attend the cell 
group church conference. I was perplexed by the reason for this problem. Was it that church core 
leaders or elders were not fully committed to caring for society’s needs? Otherwise, why are so 
few involved? 

Later I discovered a rather common situation existed among the Taiwanese churches. 
Most church goers attend only the worship services but do not get involved in any other church 
activities or services. Consequently, these services became the responsibility of pastors, leaders, 
or elders. Since only a few congregants are involved in such services, the church leaders had to 
carry the load constantly. Ultimately they became exhausted and had no more energy to 
participate in social charitable work. If the entire church could be mobilized for a good social 
cause, then the church pastors and elders could be spend their time on strategizing for the church, 
such as how to get involved in the charitable activities in order to spread more effectively the 
gospel in Taiwan and ultimately lead more people to God’s kingdom. 

Therefore, how to mobilize the congregation to get involved in church activities became 
my focus. When I was in Singapore attending the ICCGC conference, I noticed that the Faith 
Community Baptist Church (FCBC) was able to overcome this roadblock by adopting the cell 


group model. This model has compelled the congregation to get involved in the church. Through 
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this type of operation, many cell group leaders surfaced, and consequently these leaders form a 
new tier in the church structure that can be utilized in mobilizing a church to engage in many 
activities and services. Previously only a few of the members were engaged in all the services in 
a church, but now more of the Christians are involved. Therefore, a church like that is able to 
take up ministries in social caring; the so-called Touch Ministry’ was rolled out and started a 
great movement in Singapore as it attracted local Singaporeans willing to make contact with the 
Christian faith. Witnessing such phenomena touched me deeply. 

I realized this was a new path that our church needed to take in Taiwan. After returning 
from the conference, I started to form cell groups in my church, converting the fellowship groups 
to cell groups. Chung Li Truth Church originally evolved from the college evangelical ministry, 
so naturally its structure was rooted on the fellowship group formation. When we initiated the 
conversion from the fellowship group formation to cell groups, I handpicked several cell leaders 
(about five such cell leaders at that time), led them in weekly Bible studies, and personally 
trained them on how to be a good leader for a cell group. At the time, we used FCBC training 
material but also followed the 4W principles—Welcome, Worship, Word, and Works—in my 
training.'° Through this effort, my church was able to be transformed to a cell-group-based 
church. Looking back, it was not a very difficult undertaking then, because after all we were still 
a quite small church. 

From 1993 to 2001, all of the discipleship training in my church was conducted following 
the exact pattern used by FCBC. Using this method had saved me from blindly searching through 


various ideas. Starting from the CCC model to the Navigators to the current model, I saw the 





9. Touch Community Services, accessed April 2, 2019, https://www.touch.org.sg/. 


10. Ralph W. Neighbour Jr., The Shepherd's Training Manual (Singapore: First Community Baptist Church, 
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linkage between them and believe that the FCBC discipleship training strategy also stemmed 
from the CCC and Navigators. 

However, the FCBC discipleship training strategy is an improved version of the original 
system developed by the Yoido Full Gospel Church that was founded by the Reverend David 
Yonggi Cho. Dr. Ralph W. Neighbour Jr. made further improvements to the Yoido Full Gospel 
Church’s version,'' so that it is more suitable to a fully entrenched cell group church, not just a 
church that has cell groups in it. The spirit of a fully entrenched cell group church is that a cell 
group is merely a miniature image of a church; a church is conceptually viewed as a magnified 
cell group. In order to make such set up workable for the general supervision and management of 
a church, FCBC combined five cell groups into an area and five such areas into a pastoral area. 
Such a formation is also called a 5 x 5 system. Each area has an area leader who reports to a 
pastoral leader who leads a pastoral area. Such a formation delivers strong supervisory and 
managerial capability and superior homogeneity. For instance, if a cell group is made up of 
college students, they share homogeneity among themselves regarding help and care. They learn 


from each other as well as share a common goal of building a matured Christian society. 


Children’s Ministry 
In 1998, many Taiwanese church leaders went to visit the City Harvest Church (CHC) in 
Singapore to find the reasons for their success. It was well known that FCBC and CHC are two 
fast-growing churches. CHC alone had about eight thousand members at that time. We observed 
their awesome children’s ministry operation; through their social caring program, they were able 


to reach out to the population of Singapore. Each weekend children in the communities were 





11. Ralph W. Neighbour Jr., Where Do We Go from Here?: A Guidebook for the Cell Group Church 
(Houston, TX: Touch Publications, 1990). 
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transported by the coworkers to attend church services. When we were there, we saw about five 
hundred children participate in a lively conducted Bible learning program. The pastors from 
Taiwan were very impressed. Later we found out that the teaching methodology was influenced 
by Pastor Bill Wilson’s children’s ministry.’ 

Since then, Bill Wilson’s children’s ministry has caused shock waves and echoed in 
Taiwan. After we returned to Taiwan, pastors from Taiwan invited Rev. Bill Wilson for a special 
conference in Taiwan. Not only did Bill Wilson deliver a lively and informative message about 
children’s ministry, but also he was compassionate about evangelism to children in the 
community. I witnessed and was impressed by the effectiveness of his children’s ministry. 

In Taiwan, many problems stemmed from the fact that many youth felt lonely, without 
love and caring. A well-known case, the murder of Bai Xiao Yan, occurred in 1998. Young 
people joined gangster groups that were involved in illegal activities, including murder. 

Consequently, I founded the Tao Yuan Love Your Neighbor Association (TYLYNA) in 
2002. Despite the fact that our church’s discipleship ministry had started only at the level of 
college students, I was able to utilize college students to help us extend the discipleship program 
to high school and middle school students. That included helping them in an after-school 
homework program and preaching the gospel to them at the same time. 

I found out that our program was helpful to the children. As a result, parents willingly 
allowed their children to attend our weekend party. Meanwhile, I encouraged the students in my 
Religion Philosophy course at Chung Yuan Christian University to participate in our youth 
ministry, and ultimately their love and involvement led many youth to Christ. We felt our 


program created a win-win situation for the college students and the youth. 





12. MetroWorld Child, accessed April 2, 2019, http://www.metroworldchild.org/about-us/bill-wilson. 


13. http://edition.cnn.com/ASIANOW/asiaweek/97/05 16/feat 1 .html. 


52 


The Discipleship of Saddleback Church 
Rev. Rick Warren founded Saddleback Church on April 6, 1980, in Los Angeles.'* 
Warren visited Taiwan in 1999 to give a special conference. '° On the basis of the purpose-driven 


concept, he also created a discipleship training strategy (see fig. a 
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Figure 3. The Discipleship of the Purpose-Driven Church 





14. Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1997), 56. 
15. https://www.ct.org.tw/1157357. 


16. www.w4j.org/m/abc/Upload/Download/RF7A9D5795F2.pptx, 15-16. 
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G12 Cell Group Church 

The G12 cell group movement was introduced to Taiwan in 2001. This disciple strategy 
was pioneered by the Reverend Cesar Castellanos in 1991 at Bogota, Columbia.'’ His strategy 
was a modified version of the original strategy used by the Reverend David Yonggi Cho in the 
Yoido Full Gospel Church in South Korea. The difference from the original cell group concept is 
that G12 uses the open-cell concept that carries far more momentum that the former concept. 
After realizing its power, the Reverend Lawrence Khong of FCBC also converted from the cell 
group format to the G12 format. 

From 1992 to 2001, I sensed that the results obtained from executing the cell group 
strategy were able to mobilize only part of the people. Moreover, it was apparent that only the 
leaders, the leaders in training, and the core workers were involved in carrying out the ongoing 
tasks. The rest of the church members still were not involved in any service. I felt that we had 
reached our best potential at that point. Yet the G12 concept encourages each cell member to 
recruit people to form a cell group. This practice generates huge momentum, as each person has 
to be a leader of a cell group. No one can sit idle. Under such an open concept, everyone has to 
reach out, solicit new cell members, and form a cell. This strategy carries explosive expansion 
power: 1x 12...x 144... ! That is the reason why Castellanos’s G12 discipleship strategy was 
so popular. In a short time, church attendance could grow from a few thousand to hundreds of 
thousands. The deficiency in a pure cell group concept is rectified through the adoption of the 
G12 strategy. This is a successful progression toward fulfilling the Great Commission. 
Therefore, the slogans for the G12 concept are to win, to consolidate, to disciple and to send. 


This is a step-by-step, methodical approach to executing the Great Commission. Whether it is 





17. Cesar D. Castellanos, Dream, and You Will Win the World (Hollywood, FL: G12 Editors, 2002), 109. 
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CCC, the Navigators, or cell group churches, all follow a certain progressive path to fulfill the 
Great Commission. 

I feel that an effective discipleship training program should not merely spend a good 
portion of time in a classroom; rather, it should be lived out in one’s daily life. This is the insight 
that I gained from my twenty years’ experience in discipleship training. The key to successful 
discipleship training is learning it in our daily life. There is another unique characteristic in the 
G12 discipleship training: it requires the cell members to respect their spiritual parents. 

'S Although most of people grew up in an imperfect family, their needs now could be met in the 
G12 setting. When we adopted G12 in our church, we mimic the set-up of twelve disciples in 
each cell group as Jesus’ twelve disciples or the twelve tribes of Israel in order to establish the 
family concept in the cell group. After all, it is a spiritual family. The G12 strategy allows each 
cell to live in a spiritual family in a church setting and, through the application of effective 


discipleship training, to build up a mature Christian’s spiritual life. 


The Comments of a Cell Group from the Camp of Campus Crusade 

An article written by Mike Tilley, “Reaching a Campus Through Cell Groups,” published 
on the Campus Crusade official website, can be presented as the point of view of a cell group 
from the camp of Campus Crusade. A cell group is a small group that is going somewhere. It is a 
proven way to help college students connect with God, with each other, and with lost students. 

Today’s students need a place to connect. Fifty percent of today’s students come from 
broken homes. The college years are a fresh chance to make friends and build bonds of trust with 
other people. Because students can be skeptical of authority, they learn best in a social (relational) 


context where ideas can be freely discussed. Christian students need a safe place to process 





18. http://www2.krt.com.hk/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2962. 
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biblical truth and develop personal convictions. A cell group is an on-campus expression of 
biblical community. Life among the family of believers in the New Testament church is pictured 
in Acts 2:42-47. There are several benefits of a cell group: (1) Christian students are 
strengthened in their relationship with God through prayer and Bible study; (2) friendships are 
developed through group discussions and social activities; and (3) the group provides a team 
context for evangelism through prayer for lost friends and training in ministry. Members of the 
group are encouraged to build common ground relationships with the lost on campus. Periodic 
parties and Bible studies support the evangelism process. (4) Spiritual growth occurs in the 
context of community. Modeling takes place because of the mix of mature Christians and young 
Christians. One-on-one discipleship can be arranged as needed outside the group. Personal 
follow-up and mentoring can be handled by various people, not just the leader. (5) Tools and 
resources are available to help the cell group leader prepare for the group. Campus Crusade’s 
Cru.com studies are easy to use, student-friendly, relevant, and suitable for various levels of 
spiritual maturity. (6) Leadership development and student ownership are enhanced through cell 
groups. Each group begins with a leader (facilitator) and apprentice (assistant). Since the 
optimum size of the group is four to ten members, it will one day need to form a new group. 
While the new group can happen in various ways, each begins with a leader and another 


apprentice. 


The View of a Cell Group from the Camp of Navigators 
Rev. Edmund Chan presents the view of a cell group from Navigators in A Certain 


Kind.'° 





19. After leading as the senior pastor of Covenant Evangelical Free Church (CEFC) for twenty-five years, 
Edmund Chan successfully implemented an intentional leadership-succession plan in January 2012, handing the 
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Establishing a disciple-making church is not merely for the purpose of increasing the 
number of people who attend church. It is for the purpose of sanctifying the church to fulfill the 
kingdom purpose of God. Rick Warren aptly points out that the current issue for the church is not 
church growth but church health. Maturity, not just ministry or the marketing of it, is our chief 
aim. He also mentioned the small groups are intentional disciple-making units of the eight major 
characteristics of an intentional disciple-making church (IDMC). 

The disciple-making church must have an expanding network of cell groups. Thus, to be 
a cell church is not at all incompatible with being a disciple-making church. The cell-group 
network is the infrastructure and the strategy for mobilization; disciple making is the purpose. 
The cell church should not exist merely to have cell groups but for its core mission of disciple 
making. In a disciple-making church, the small group is an intentional disciple-making unit. 

Therefore, though a cell church may not necessarily be a disciple-making church, a 
disciple-making church must be a cell-structured church for effectiveness. I am convinced that 
small groups are the essential base for disciple making in a local church. 

In addition, I immensely admire what was expressed by Edmund Chan when addressing 
the intrinsic meaning of the Great Commission: “Spiritual maturity is rooted in our spiritual 
growth towards Christlikeness. Without Christlikeness, the Church can have only a temporary 
impact on community penetration but not the lasting influence of city transformation. ‘Make 


i ns é 7 20 
disciples,’ Jesus said, not just “make converts!’” 





church over into the faithful hands of Rev. Tony Yeo and Rev. Tan Kay Kiong, both of whom he has mentored for 
more than two decades. At the request of the church leaders, he remains on staff as the leadership mentor. The 
material that follows is informed by Edmund Chan, A Certain Kind: Intentional Disciplemaking That Redefines 
Success in Ministry (Singapore: Covenant Evangelical Free Church, 2013), 55-59. 


20. Chan, A Certain Kind, 129. 
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We are so absorbed in the task that we often miss the Father’s heart. Central to the Great 
Commission is the heart of God for the world. We need new eyes to see that God has the world 
upon his heart. There is a global and missiological dimension to disciple making! 

If so, we should not be comparing ministries and competing with each other. Rather, we 
should cooperate in the best possible ways to reach the world that God loves. God has a global 


concern. We are called to “disciple the nations.” 


Conclusion: The Discipleship of Chung Li Truth Church 

It seems that Chung Li Truth Church (CLTC) took twenty-seven years, from 1991 to 
2018, to mature a discipleship training strategy so that we could eventually achieve the goal that 
each disciple could grow to maturity. Although we made the switch to the G12 system at the end, 
we took many parts from each system and continuously molded those parts into a mixture that is 
usable and leads to the end goal of the Great Commission. I realized that discipleship training 
itself is a spiritual battle, despite the fact there is a step-by-step method we can follow. There are 
all kinds of challenges and obstacles throughout the journey. Satan does not give up easily. 
Therefore, in chapter 2 I wrote about wearing spiritual armor. This spiritual armor will have to be 
worn and has to be combined with an effective discipleship training strategy, which is what we 
use in Chung Li Truth Church. In the next chapter, I will present the results of this discipleship 


training strategy at CLTC. 
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CHAPTER 4 
PROJECT REPORT OF TRAINING 


FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS AND CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH 


Following discussions in chapter 2 regarding the biblical foundation for discipleship 
training and in chapter 3 on how Chung Li Truth Church utilized and benefitted from the G12 
cell operation, I would like now to further explore how we can win over college students to 
becoming committed disciples. Then, through their involvement in caring for children and youth, 
they can be built up as future leaders in this end time. Ultimately the church will be able to 
display the bountiful harvest through channeling its effort in adopting this strategy. 

The theme for last year’s summer camp was developed based on “honoring the parents.””! 
Although this is viewed as an important topic in today’s world and we did receive great response 
and reflection from the attendees, most of the children and youth did not stay with us after the 


camp. We still selected the related theme around this topic this year. But we were able to harvest 


much more abundantly than last year. 


A Meeting with Zone Pastors’ 
Rey. Lin: May I ask Chi-Fang Wu to share about the breakthrough of the summer camp 
this year?” 
Chi-Fang Wu: The difference was, we held the summer camps in many different 


locations in 2017, which caused dispersion of our concentration in many fronts, such as 





1. The theme of “filial” was mentioned in the conclusion of chapter 2. 
2. It was held September 25, 2018. 


3. The zone pastors have given permission to use their names. 
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preparation of materials, curriculum, and teaching plans. This year we decided to centralize this 
portion of work in the church headquarters. The teaching materials are provided to us from the 
headquarters. Zones need only to prepare some curriculum, which took away a burden from us 
and allowed counselors have more time to accompany the children and to build relationships 
with the parents. Consequently that raised the quality of this summer camp. 

Besides, we had quite a few experienced and high-quality counselors coming out of the 
zones who stimulated the children and youth to witness spiritual testimonies in nonstop fashion. 
We saw this coming in the assembly morning devotion.’ This built up confidence in more 
counselors from other districts. When they plunged into the summer camps, they were able to 
seize many opportunities for building relationships with the children and accompanying them. 
We were able to get many compliments from the parents when the summer camps were wrapped 
up. Yet we were not sure whether these children would remain to join our church. But 
subsequently Rev. Lin rolled out the English classes that attracted many parents to bring the 
children back to our church after school started. If there are only the after-school classes, that 
will not be attractive enough to make the children join. Yet offering the English classes kept a 
good percentage of children coming back to us. So my observation is that all these ingredients 
combine to generate the best results: retaining the children and our being able to build them up to 
be a new generation in God’s kingdom. 

Rev. Lin: May I ask Yin-Ling Chen also to share with us the breakthrough and 
development that you have witnessed in our children and youth ministry? And what are the 
factors that brought about the breakthrough? 


Yin-Ling Chen: Aside from what Chi-Fang just shared, I think the whole thing stemmed 





4. The assembly morning devotion started in January 2005 and is held each morning (Tuesday to Friday) 
from 5:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. 
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from the establishment of the House of Family, which encouraged the culture of loving each 
other.” Many of the children and youth living in the House of Family also served as coworkers in 
the summer camps. They brought this loving, peaceful, and warm relationship that they 
experienced in the House of Family to the camp.° This attracts the children willing to immerse 
into this culture and attend any future events. 

The counselors learned to be more submissive to and appreciative of authority. Not only 
have they learned to be in total submission, but also they were able to break the bottlenecks that 
prohibited them from effectively leading their teams. They are willing to commit wholeheartedly 
to shepherding. Some may have been timid when interacting with the children’s parents 
previously, but after they learned that honoring the parents carries the same meaning as pleasing 
authority, they tried very hard to establish relationships with the parents.’ Therefore there is a 
motive to make them change accordingly. 

At the same time, adopting the culture of achieving excellence, they encourage striving 
for excellence to influence the entire team. During the summer camp, everyone will look up to 
those excellent leaders as their role models to follow. They crave to learn and be a better person 
at the end. The counselors realize the complete changes in their lives and their characters very 
clearly, not just to gain more knowledge as they grow. They must set a great example to others. 

Li-Zhen Lin spoke about parents’ views of summer camp and other activities: During the 
summer camp, we spotted a parent who sent the children to the camp mainly for the mere 


purpose that someone could provide day care for her children. Her children could not attend at 





5. 1 Pet 4:7-8. 


6. Please refer to chapter 2: “Thus the meaning of being shod with the ‘preparation of the gospel of peace’ 
is that we should learn to love each other and to live in harmony” (35). 


7. Please refer to chapter 2: “Thus, putting on the breastplate of righteousness is forming a transparent and 


trusting relationship with a spiritual authority. In this way, one can live under the cover of spiritual authority, strive 
toward being holy, and manifest justification by faith” (34-35). 
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least half of the activities that we conducted in the camp. We felt that there was not much we 
could do to help that child, and we thought that child was not going to join us after the summer. 

Despite the fact that the child participated in only half of the program, the mother could 
see the changes. So after the summer, she originally did not plan to bring the child to our 
church’s programs, and then the child’s behavior reverted to what it was before the summer 
camp. Subsequently, after one or two weeks like that, the parent brought the child back to us to 
join in the activities. She also let the child stay in the House of Family on Saturdays. 

In this case, there was no enticement of offering after-school classes or the English 
classes. The parent realized on her own that the summer program was beneficial to her child and 
does not want to lose this opportunity to continue character and behavioral change in the summer 
camp. We also thought that she would probably leave us when the summer camp finished. But 
totally beyond our understanding and logical reasoning, she brought her child back to us. 

Next, I want to address the environmental and cultural influence a little further. I echoed 
the 3 + 1 principle that Rev. Lin promoted in the children’s and teenagers’ ministry.* I saw great 
results when this principle was applied in the ministry. Now the counselors tend to lend more 
listening ears and accept the children as they are. . . . The environment on how to shepherd has 
been modified so that the theme of Christ-likeness becomes a goal that one can reach. There are 
many touching testimonies from the children under this environment. The children can clearly 
and seriously respond to God’s calling that makes them not blindly follow this secular world. In 


the past, children took a more passive attitude, only waiting to receive care from the counselors. 





8. The 3 + 1 principle: the first is learning how to listen to the youth and the children’s inner voice; second, 
when they make mistakes, never scold them in anger. Then they will be very willing to transform and grow and 
subsequently follow God’s words and the truth, when feeling secure and being trusted. Third is building amicable 
relations with the parents. We mentioned earlier that we formed the parents’ group; according to the 3 + | principle, 
the most critical point “plus one” is walking with God. That is not because of one’s power and talent but relying on 
Jesus. 
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Now they act as if they are an accomplished leader, willing to serve as teachers’ assistants and 
help other children. 

These children also become true practitioners of being kind and good, as we could hear 
from their assembly morning devotion. In the past, they talked about stories and aspirations, but 
now there is real action. As is promoted in our church, we encouraged them to list their good 
deeds and deposit the good deeds to Words of Affirmation belonging to each zone.’ These 
children are genuinely willing to follow the examples set by their leaders living a Christian life 
and resist the culture and influence from this contemporary world. 

Rev. Lin: May I ask Tsung- Yung Hong to share further insight? 

Tsung-Yung Hong: First, now we have totally changed our original viewpoint on how to 
minister to a group of children and teenagers. Previously we thought everything stems from rules 
and regulations. If the rules said so, then we have to obey. We never tried to listen to the children 
about why they do not follow the rules. If they disobey, then we punish them. But we now 
learned from the culture instilled in the church, we do not insist on adhering to the pure truth or 
what is right or use our feelings from the flesh to teach them; we follow the evangelical 
principles to help them to learn. 

Second, built on the culture that was supported and confirmed by our church and Rev. 
Lin to encourage the children, we now use that approach in teaching; we treat each child as a 
precious gemstone so that we give them a lot of love when caring for them. This change caused 
the breakthrough. 

Third, in the past, when rolling out the “filial summer camp,” we relied on the 


conventional approach. But this year Rev. Lin asked us to start forming the parents’ group in 





9. This is mentioned in the “Journey to Intimacy”: one element of the Language of Love is Words of 
Affirmation. 
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order to listen to them in the areas that they are most concerned about. From that we witnessed 
obvious improvement. When we held the summer camp, many children came to join. But when 
the camp was over, no one remained to join the church. 

However, it is quite different with summer camp this time. We saw children return to the 
camp, going through life-changing processes, and meanwhile the parents expressed their 
concerns and difficulties they experienced with their children. Through these interactions, we 
established close relationships with the parents, and the parents trust us as they see the changes 
in their children. We really think this is a great strategy that allows us to understand the needs 
and concerns from the parents’ standpoint, and when the children go through changes, parents 
are most satisfied about that. It is truly a win-win situation. 

Rey. Lin: Thanks to Tsung- Yung for reminding us that we hold grace in higher priority 
than the doctrines. These are also key reasons for our breakthrough this year. Our counselors 
used to be either too kind or too strict. These two extremes caused us to face failures. We were 
reminded this year that laws are from Moses; grace and truth come from Jesus Christ. 
Subsequently we strove to follow and apply the evangelical principle which manifested grace 
within truth and truth in grace. Such a combined approach allowed us to experience the 
breakthrough. 

Aside from that, we tried to discover the diamond hidden in each child instead of only 
paying attention to their shortcomings, which made us impatient in dealing with them. If we 
turned our attention to discovering their strength, especially the great deeds that they have done 
and has been deposited in the Words of Affirmation, then we can discover the diamond hidden in 
the rough. When we noticed that precious diamond and envisioned the important miracles that 


God wants to do in the child, we will be more tolerant and have great expectation for him. The 
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result is that we will be very patient with them, accompanying them. They will also notice our 
attitude that projects acceptance of them. The interactions we then have with the child are 
positive and benign. 

Now I would like to ask any zone pastor to share the life-changing testimonies that you 
witnessed in your district. 

Chi-Fang Wu: I have a pair of sisters in my zone. When the parents enrolled them in the 
summer camp, they made clear to us that their children would leave the camp every weekend. 
Apparently, they wanted to take advantage of what we offered to the children during the 
weekdays but did not want to spend time in the church. But we did not give up. We also tried 
very hard communicating with the parents in the parents’ group and explaining to them the 
changes that we saw in their children. To our surprise, these two children ended staying half of 
the weekends at the camp. 

So I feel the parents can also change their attitude and viewpoint. Some parents value the 
time that children spend with the family. They feel time on the weekend is to be spent with the 
entire family. But after they saw the positive changes in the children in the summer camp, 
sometimes they were not that inflexible about their original viewpoint and were willing to adjust. 
This approach may be considered to be indirect and relied on circumstantial influence. 

I also subsequently saw this parent enroll the two sisters in the after-school classes and 
the English classes. So, the two children remain with us. This obviously broke our original 
impression about this parent. Praise to the Lord. We persistently do not give up on what needs to 
be done with the children. Teaching children to honor the parents is what we base on.'° When we 


advocate that principle, the parents will be quite pleased and place their trust in us. In the 





10. Please refer to chapter1: “It is a filial piety movement. We can try to make the hearts of the children 
turn to their fathers, and the hearts of the fathers to the children” (20). 
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beginning, I thought winning parents’ trust would not be easy. But this example subverted what 
we can imagine. In the past, we might consider that we were absolutely out of luck when 
interfacing with such a parent. But the results are so amazing and encouraging to us. 

Tsung- Yung Hong: We had a child called Shiou-Kai at this summer camp."! He has 
obvious emotional disorders. In the past, when we dealt with this kind of child, we usually 
disciplined them to make them conform. But we learned to lend them listening ears and apply 
gospel principles in shepherding them. We now rely on great communication with them. We 
encourage them to express themselves using words first; do not just cry. We continuously tried to 
help him. Once he was homesick thinking of his father and started to cry, acting uncontrollably 
disturbed. We tried to calm him by first asking him the reason for his behavior. He said he 
missed his father. We explained to him that his father sent him to the House of Family to offer 
him help. That night I prayed to the Lord persistently asking God’s help. That night I hugged 
Shiou-Kai, because he likes to be embraced. I also told him that I am here to play with him. 
When he heard this, he started to calm down. Prior to this, no matter what we did, he would not 
listen to us; then we gave up and started to discipline him. Also one time, he did not want to 
sleep, Hong-Wei asked him to come to him.'” He started to cry right away. Hong-Wei explained 
to him that he only wanted to play with him a little bit before he went to bed. Then his emotion 
became controllable. 

One more instance: this week, we decided to order McDonald’s. When the food came, 
Shiou-Kai suddenly acted up and said he would not eat the hamburger, only the chowder. 
Meanwhile, he cried and yelled. We saw Hong-Wei try to communicate with him. During the 


process, Hong-Wei said, “You had made the decision that you wanted the hamburger. Therefore 





11. The pseudonym of an elementary school student. 


12. The assistant counselor has given permission to use his name. 
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we bought it. So you should finish the hamburger.” Shiou-Kai said, “I want to take it home and 
eat at home.” We told him the hamburger might spoil if he waited until he brought it home. We 
kept trying to explain and communicate with him. Finally he finished the hamburger and the 
chowder. Of course, this took quite a long time. 

Second, he is very fond of the Words of Affirmation culture. Sometimes he will be very 
happy, not emotional. He then will be very positive and be thankful to others. Since he likes the 
Words of Affirmation, he is then encouraged to do the right thing, to help people with authority. 
We can start to see the changes in him. 

His father asked us to communicate with his teachers at school. The teachers asked us 
what we have done that makes him gradually transformed, because he caused headaches to them 
as well. So I have to say, it is a very important culture that centers on honoring authority, being 
submissive to the parents when at home and to the teachers when at school. Now he can sit tight 
during assembly morning devotion, with no more crying. We see tremendous improvement in 
him. We challenged ourselves to teach him to sing hymns. Little by little, we let him practice 
singing in the House of Family. We also started to read books to him. I think the House of 
Family is a good place to start this basic training with him. 

Li-Zhen Lin: Please allow me to supplement about Shiou-Kai. When I went to the Xin- 
Yi Elementary School to talk with the teachers there, the homeroom teacher worried whether we 
would accept this child to our program. He said, “If you do not accept this child, I will not know 
what to do.” Also, from time to time, they even consult with us what to do with him. I discovered 
the school had surrendered in dealing with this child, yet we saw hope for him. Many times, the 
homeroom teacher and the resource teacher came to Tsung- Yung asking for his advice. What we 


have done in helping the school and the child, seeing his transformation makes others turn their 
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eyes on us! 


Reflections on the Zone Pastors’ Meeting 

The two zone pastors, Chi-Fang Wu and Yin-Ling Chen, mentioned how honoring the 
parents has set a solid foundation for turning around our ministry. Looking into the culture of 
contemporary families, it seems centered around being respectful to our children as the trend 
instead. That created many spoiled children, whether they are mom’s babies or dad’s babies. The 
parents are too concerned about the well-being of their children, so that the children take 
everything for granted and do not have the character of being grateful. When a child does not 
possess the character of being grateful, it is difficult to cultivate this child. 

Therefore, after a long, hard, painful evaluation of our approach, starting from 2014, we 
added to the children’s character-building element the “honor the parents” program. Gradually 
we could see the results. We are also teaching the children to be submissive and honor the 
counselors. This is what the Chinese culture upholds, and our society should be able to accept 
this concept rather easily. That is the manifestation of being submissive to authority at the 
highest level. Since we raise the importance of honoring the parents in our character-building 
program, we can see the essential changes in adolescent character. Also, because of our 
introducing honoring the parents into the discipleship training program, we witnessed 
fundamental changes in our audience. 

For instance, Chi-Fang mentioned that we set up the parents’ group in order to be able to 
communicate better and to build a better relation with them. In the summer, we always share the 
children’s daily activities and progress with the parents by showing them the pictures or some 


heroic deeds that their children have done that day. These are always done through the parents’ 
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groups, which cause a great bond with the parents. This is the key point why the parents seem to 
place more trust in us this year. Children’s ministry is definitely the foundation for the well- 
being of our future generations in order to have great future leaders. 

Yin-Ling mentioned that the counselors set great examples of loving each other, 
encouraging the children and youth to grow in the culture of achieving excellence. This is the 
manifestation of Jesus’ sacrificial love, and the counselors by doing so have influenced many 
children and youth. 

Earlier, Chi-Fang mentioned the English classes. That was a great strategy, because 
contemporary Taiwanese parents seem to be busy making a living, yet simultaneously there is a 
declining birth rate, and they will have to place the children in after-school programs because 
their work schedules do not work well with the children’s off-school schedules. Due to this 
situation, that creates a specific huge demand for good after-school programs. Therefore, the 
parents have many choices for where to place their children. 

Our after-school program is one of those that competes for students. Instead of a fee- 
based program, as we did before that ended in a deficit anyway, beginning in 2018, we offered 
free English classes. This is definitely a win-win strategy. However, we did not employ it in the 
past, because we realized that we would need great counselors to serve. Even if we attempted to 
offer such a free program, we would not be able to win over the children. 

The example and point made by Chi-Fang are inspiring to me. We can see that the parent 
is set in his usual routines, not necessarily trying to take advantage of the church. He is used to 
arranging his family time on the weekends and does not want to change that habit. But Chi-Fang 
pointed out that parents can learn to change their routines and habits. This parent adopted a new 


habit, that of bringing his children to the camp regularly, even more than half of the time. This is 
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because he finally realized it is beneficial to his children to stay in the camp; he then changed his 
usual routines. So, we now realize some parents will not change, because they are set in their 
ways, not because they want to take advantage of our church. But if we can bring out favorable 
results, then they are willing to make changes. We do not need to be discouraged. The parent will 
be re-educated and turned around to place his trust in us. Once he places trust in us, it will be 
even easier for us to change his children. We see the negative impact when the parent cannot 
trust us. But since we brought out results working with their children, the parents themselves 
even participate in our curriculum. Some even join the adult zone. This result is beyond what we 
could imagine. Since they identify with our teaching of honoring the parents, they then are 
willing to follow Chung Li Truth Church’s culture, to grow in its midst. We are truly grateful to 
our Lord. But things changed after we conducted the children and youth character-building 
discipleship training that was focused on honoring the parents. We not only reaped the harvest 
but also witnessed the maturing effects on the counselors. 

Li-Zhen touched upon the influence of leaders who set great examples for others to 
follow. The counselors must strive first to set good examples, especially on the vital teaching of 
“Under Cover,” building up the good character of honoring and submission to authority. When 
the counselors have the right attitude toward life that could attract many children to join in and 
learn from them, then it is possible to select and build up the children who desire to excel in 
character and knowledge. We also discovered that children and teenagers can be easily 
influenced by their peers. Therefore, if a child is in a team where 20 percent of the peers have 
already built up good character in honoring the parents, then there will be a large magnetic 
power that attracts others toward this energy. Subsequently the remaining 80 percent will come 


to learn from them. This is the main determining factor that means we can enjoy the success and 
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breakthrough today. 

On top of this, we used the peer factor to build a team in which peers encourage each 
other to continuously acquire new knowledge; that caused the vigorous expansion we see today. 
Li-Zhen mentioned the Words of Affirmation—that was an idea that came to us while studying 
the Journey to Intimacy. In today’s society in Taiwan, we often follow what our parents did 
when teaching us and then use the same method to teach our children. Their method seems to 
rely heavily on criticisms and punishments. We used the same method in discipleship training, as 
if we were training clergy. But that cannot bring out evangelical effects and consequently cannot 
change a person’s life. It is merely living under the bondage of doctrines that cannot generate 
any meaningful results in a person’s life. Now we not only follow the Words of Affirmation 
rules, the 3 + 1 principle, but also encourage the counselors to walk closely with the Lord in their 
personal lives and lead the disciples with the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Then the power of the Holy 
Spirit can cause conversion in one’s life. These are the elements that allowed us to experience 
the breakthrough. We give all the thanks to the Lord. 

Thanks to Tsung- Yung for reminding us that we uphold grace in higher priority than the 
doctrines. These are key reasons for our breakthrough this year. Our counselors used to be either 
too easy, too kind, or too strict. These two extremes caused us to face failures. We were 
reminded this year that the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
Subsequently we strove to follow and apply the evangelical principle which manifested grace 
within truth and truth in grace. Such a combined approach allowed us to experience the 
breakthrough. 

Aside from that, we tried to discover the diamond hidden in each child instead of only 


paying attention to their shortcomings, which made us impatient in dealing with them. If we 
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turned our attention to discovering their strength, especially the great deed that they have done 
and has been deposited in the Words of Affirmation, then we can discover the diamond hidden in 
the rough.'* When we noticed that precious diamond and envisioned the important miracles that 
God wants to do in the child, we will be more tolerant and have great expectation for him. The 
result is that we will be very patient with them, accompanying them. They will also notice our 
attitude that projects acceptance of them. The interactions we then have with the child are 
positive and benign. 

And there is another child, Xiou-Kai,'* who has suffered serious emotional disorders. The 
teachers do not know how to deal with him. They are powerless. So he was sent to our church to 
help. And we saw these great changes in him. This is a great testimony when we apply gospel 
principles; the results are obviously much superb than what is used in secular society. His 
changes are noticed by the school. This is a wonderful testimony. Tsung- Yung mentioned the 
Words of Affirmation earlier. Traditional Chinese educational philosophy is usually not 
considered to be a good system. But today, when society is severely lacking positive cultural 
influence, the Words of Affirmation is a culture that causes positive influence. We can see for 
ourselves that most of our children like the Words of Affirmation. For those who do not like it, it 
is because they still are not used to this. But after discovering its power, they immerse 
themselves in this love-centered culture and learn to manifest love to others. This is another 
breakthrough point in our children’s and teenagers’ ministry. When there is love, it complements 
all deficiencies and fills all the holes. When the children feel accepted, they get healthier each 


day. This is also a vital point that brings the breakthrough. 





13. Russell Conwell, “Acres of Diamonds,” originally a lecture and then printed as a book in 1890 (New 
York, NY: Gildan Media, 2018). 
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In conclusion, the theme of honoring the parents is an effective channel to win over the 
parents to bring their children to us, as was mentioned earlier by the two zone pastors. After we 
succeed in the children’s program, we can work on the youth. Although today’s churches seem 
to value children’s ministry, youth ministry and young adult ministry are equally important, and 
thus as we work on these programs simultaneously, I feel we should start from the children to 
teenagers. When we can have a well-run children’s program that produces good children, then 
we can have good teenagers to work with. This is tightly connected. Now in our ministry, we 
have many well-behaved children entering the middle schools; undoubtedly, they will bring 
positive influences to their future classmates. On top of that they will be able to achieve 
excellence and set good examples. 

A few of the zone pastors mentioned that the counselors were students joining us. So they 
are still in a learning stage themselves. Parents do not hold much confidence that the counselors 
can help the children to be better. Indeed, this plight and painful reality is what we experienced 
before. Because parents do not have much confidence in us, they could not hand over their 
children to us completely. Enduring through many years of development and improvement, we 
replenished our methodology with many innovations learned from years of setback and failures. 
Now our counselors are a lot more experienced, and we started to witness many success stories 
among us. Parents become more comfortable and gradually can place their trust in us. Thinking 
from their perspective, they might consider that the counselors are all too young and they 
themselves have a lot more experience in bringing up children than do our counselors. They 
probably have never imagined when the children were brought under our ministry that the 
counselors are more mature and experienced than they thought. Then the parents become more 


respectful to entrust their children to our care. This causes a virtuous cycle that made our 
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counselors even more willing to dedicate themselves to take great care of the children. 

Another core factor is the special House of Family culture embedded in Chung Li Truth 
Church. This culture stemmed from our early years of dealings with children from some 
disadvantaged and vulnerable families. These original families usually needed a lot of help and 
support. The parents may be imprisoned and thus could not take care of their own children; some 
children may be raised by their grandparents. Since they are facing various difficulties such as 
those just mentioned, they have no choice but to entrust their children to the counselors. So these 
children were brought to live with the counselors. Therefore, in the early days, it was not 
uncommon that the counselors lived with the children from disadvantaged families. Yet, our 
counselors are still quite young and have to rent places to live. The single brothers congregated 
together and formed the Brothers’ Homes. Likewise the sisters gathered together and formed the 
Sisters’ Homes. These were the initial House of Family. 

Gradually we discovered there are children from regular families who also face major 
challenges and bottlenecks in character maturity. When the children were brought up in their 
original families, they already had adopted some inferior cultural values, because they all 
somehow had suffered wounds in their hearts from their original families. Parents can no longer 
effectively take care of their children. This is a vicious cycle. This is the reason that we urge 
even children from normal families to spend half of the time living with their original families 
and three days at the House of Family each week. We were hoping this method will make us able 
to remove the children from the culture embedded in the original families and instead to be 
immersed in the culture influenced by the House of Family. This is the theory that I mentioned in 
chapter 2. If staying in the old culture will not change the children for the better, then it is time to 


move the child to a new environment. When they tasted and learned to appreciate the new 
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culture, they started to be changed. When they returned to the original birth family, they became 
a blessing to them. That is the fermentation effect caused by the culture influenced by the House 
of Family. This key element of this core culture is the establishment of the House of Family. 
When the counselors were still single, not married, they already learned how to teach and take 
care of children. Later, when they marry and have their own children, they will be very much at 
home dealing with the parent-child relationship. I felt it is really using one stone to kill a few 
birds at the same time. 

In summary, the House of Family culture is a unique aspect of Chung Li Truth Church. 
We think it is not something that a government entity, social welfare system, and school teachers 
will be able to achieve, because they are under the system that their work schedule is on a set 
routine. They are not expected to work twenty-four hours in taking care of the children. But our 
House of Family is on a twenty-four-hour schedule, day in, day out. That brought out amazing 
results in the development of a child’s character growth. In this culture, everyone learns to love 
each other sincerely. That is a manifestation of obedience to authority and unselfishly serving 
peers. When there are conflicts or problems, they learn to make peace and support and 
complement each other. 

I also will use testimonies from two students, Li-Ming Du and Guan-You Liu,'” presented 
in the zone pastoral leaders’ meetings. '° Both students converted to Christianity in college, and 
now they are model leaders in our church. The questions that I raise during the meeting address 
three different aspects: introducing the background of these two students; exploring their 


experience of discipleship training provided by Chung Li Truth Church, how they are equipped 





15. Their names and interview responses are used with their permission. 


16. In CLTC, a zone pastor leads at least ninety members, with three zone supervisors and nine cell leaders. 
A zone supervisor leads at least thirty members, with three cell leaders. A cell leader leads at least ten members. 
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to be able to win over adolescents to the Lord, and then subsequently to be built up becoming 
leaders in this end time to serve the Lord; and discovering the fruits that they harvested from 


accompanying, caring for, and discipling children and youth. 


Interview with Ministry Leaders: Children’s Character Building’’ 

Rev. Lin: Li-Ming, could you share with us which year you came to Chung Li Truth 
Church and what made you to come to us?!® 

Li-Ming Du: If I remember correctly, I came during my sophomore year in 2015. I was 
taking the Religion Philosophy course and then I came to this church. 

Rey. Lin: Then what happened to you compelling you to commit to the children’s 
character-building ministry? 

Li-Ming Du: I recalled one time that I attended a reunion event for college students 
sponsored by Tsung- Yung. At that time, there were many children present as well. I spotted a 
particular child who displayed a strong, non-yielding character that day, and that sparked my 
curiosity to know him better. At that time, our counselor, Yen-Ming, came to our college from 
time to time to see how I was doing with school. When he came, he sometimes brought some 
children with him too. I was touched by their dedication and caring. I made up my mind then to 
stay in the group to help with the children’s character-building ministry. 

Rey. Lin: During that time, how did these two counselors care about you? 

Li-Ming Du: One time I was on the way to a church activity but got into an accident that 


caused some injury to my skin. Yen-Ming came to me to apply medicine. I was really touched by 





17. It was held on October 26, 2018. 
18. Interview by the author of students Li-Ming Du and Guan-You Liu and two counselors, Tsung- Yung 


Hong and Yen-Ming Chen, was held on October 26, 2018. A transcript was produced from an audio recording and 
translated into English by the author. The transcript has been lightly edited for syntax, clarity, and continuity. 
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his love and realized this is a true spiritual family. Another time my motorcycle was towed. I 
called Tsung- Yung. At that time, despite that he was busy, he managed to give me a ride to the 
towing field. Then, when I was sick and not eating, Tsung- Yung made fish soup for me. I 
managed to drink the soup without a drop left! I was really touched by them. 

Rev. Lin: It seems that they provided care to you when you were in desperate need, and 
that sparked your gratitude toward them. Is that correct? 

Li-Ming Du: Yes. Since they are all so sincere, I can never forget. I really cherish the 
love and care that they gave me. 

Rey. Lin: Tsung- Yung Hong is now one of our zone pastors. Yan-Ming Chen is our zone 
supervisor. Could you share your experiences and encounters in the instances mentioned by Li- 
Ming? 

Yen-Ming Chen: We first knew Li-Ming from the Religion Philosophy course. We felt 
he is a little different from other college students that we know of. He is willing to share his 
thoughts with us. Because of his nature, we could spend time talking with him. Quite a few times 
we chatted about his personal issues until even after midnight. Therefore, we were able to build a 
deeper friendship with him. Subsequently it was easier for us to invite him to join church 
activities. Sometimes we invited him to share his testimony in various associations, and he is 
always very willing to help out. Since Li-Ming likes children, unlike other college students who 
will attend only one activity at one location or help out at the tutoring class and then go back to 
school right away, he covered all the locations such as Yuan-Sheng, Nei-Li, and Long-Gang to 
help the children. He is also willing to help in the “Your Vote Counts” competition in 


November.” 





19. This competition is to help a nonprofit organization to get resources from the business community; the 
competition is held by the bank of Tai-Hsin, Taishin Charity Foundation, accessed January 14, 2019, 
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Then Tsung-Yung invited him to come to stay at the House of Family.” He agreed 
without hesitation despite the fact that his own place is a spacious, quiet, clean suite and in a 
great location. Tsung- Yung helped him to move. This is the second life-changing sign. From that 
point on, he spent even more time with us, served more at church, and stopped playing the LOL 
online game.”' Whenever he needs help academically, if it is in his biotech field, Tsung- Yung 
will help him. He also formed a friendship with Guan-Rong and Shao-Teng after he moved in. 
They recommended he teach at the Homeschooling Group Program.” He is involved in the 
system and became a great assistant to me to provide counseling to disciples. These are the 
platforms for one to start ministering to a small group. He not only is involved in building up 
disciples but also expanded his services, such as moving from Yan-Ping Road to the Sogo 
neighborhood. 

Rey. Lin: Continue, Tsung- Yung. Please share with us how you care for Li-Ming. 

Tsung-Yung: | discovered that Lin-Ming is quite simple; whatever you gave him, he will 
absorb. I also noticed how fearless he is. He volunteered to us that he would like to be in charge 
of the House of Family as a leader. I challenged him if he seriously thinks that he could handle 
this, as it seems to me that he is not a person who follows principles. I reminded him that he will 
need to follow the truth in managing the House of Family, not just go by emotions. He responded 
that he is willing to learn and make changes. Li-Ming then courageously took over the 


management of the House of Family. 





http://www.taishincharity.org.tw/. 
20. To help disadvantaged children in building character, a home system is established. 
21. An online game, League of Legends (abbreviated LOL). 
22. Established in 2013. When Chung Li Truth Church registered the Tao Yuan Love Your Neighbor 


Association with the government as an experimental education organization, it started to recruit elementary, middle 
school, and high school students. This collective learning concept is extended from the home schooling idea. 
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Although at that time I was not managing the House of Family, I noticed he listened to 
my suggestions and was always able to finish tasks smoothly and even better than I expected. I 
think he demonstrated leadership ability. Later, from the less than perfect situation related to Lo- 
Fa’s caring for Hsuan,~ I challenged Li-Ming to help in caring for Hsuan. I noticed how 
seriously he was taking on shepherding him and sacrificed time chatting with Hsuan or any 
others in need. Sometimes he even helps those not assigned under his care. In Shuo’s situation, ~* 
he spent a lot of time having meals with him, and indirectly also helped Ming-Cheng. This is his 
special gift that he has: to care for others. I realized the gifts that he possesses are from God. I 
also discovered that he has been interested in serving adolescents since the beginning and is 
willing to learn in this area. All we have to do is follow up on his progress through interactions 
with his team. 

Rey. Lin: Thanks to both of you for sharing. So, Li-Ming, we were told that you were 
already a believer when you came to us. Did you grow up in a Christian family, or had you had 
some sort of Christian background in your upbringing; can you address this for us? Perhaps your 
Christian background had influenced you. Is it so? 

Li-Ming: I was baptized in a church of assembly when I was in the fourth grade.”” But at 
the time I felt I was compelled by my parents to go to church. I was really bored being there. So I 
stopped going after a few months. When I was in college I had the chance to attend Chung Li 
Truth Church. I then reconnected with the faith. 

Rey. Lin: So may I assume that your spiritual discipleship training is obtained from the 


foundation built by our church? 





23. The pseudonym of a junior high student. 
24. The pseudonym of a junior high student. 


25. A church of assembly is a denomination which was founded by Watchman Nee. 
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Li-Ming: Yes. I only learned about the Trinity when I came to this church. I started to 
read the Bible, which I had never done before. 

Rey. Lin: So, Li-Ming, could you share with us what discipleship training courses you 
received in this church that brought essential influences to your life? That training served a solid 
foundation for your services in the adolescent ministry. 

Li-Ming: First, I feel it was from the sermons that you gave, because the material of the 
sermons is from the Bible and from the Bible we gain insight on how Jesus led the disciples. I 
usually took notes of what I learned from those sermons, and I try to apply them in my service. 

Second is “Let the Children Come along the Virtuous Way.” Usually after each sermon 
or training class, I will write down what I learned and reflect upon it, especially when it touched 
upon children’s testimony and turnaround. That inspired me to apply what I learned in helping 
the children. Third is the “Journey to Intimacy.” This is a quite unique program to me personally. 
When we have close relationships or bonding with brothers and sisters serving together, it will be 
easier to resolve any conflicts there might be in a peacemaker ministry.”° We then can better 
understand why others applied certain disciplinary actions on a child. The fourth important 
course is “Under Cover.” The first time when Rev. Lin taught this course, I felt the Lord 
challenged me to deal with my internal issues. After that, I sensed the changes that transformed 
my life. To me, I felt chapters 12, 13, and 14 are the most impressive and touching chapters. I 
was able to apply what I learned when shepherding children. It reminds me what I have learned 


from “Under Cover’ and what is God’s will. 





26. What Kenneth Sande, The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Books, 2004) advocates, the same as what is emphasized in Matt 18:2-5, is finding solutions to deal with 
conflicts happening inside a church. The book has specific applicability. 
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Rev. Lin: Li-Ming, could you share with us some real and unforgettable life-changing 
instances that happened to the youth after you absorbed what you learned from the training 
courses and introduced and applied it to the character-building education program? 

Li-Ming: We learned about the “Journey to Intimacy” that is imbedded in the Language 
of Love.*’ From that teaching, it was clear to me when I should apply loving and encouraging 
words to the disciples under my care. This is like that time when I was shepherding Shuo: I know 
the Quality Time of Language of Love to him is pivotal. I then apply this methodology and 
accompany him all the time so that he can feel my sincerity and love. Prior to this, he was very 
timid and fearful in having contacts with others. But through the relationship building and 
accompanying him, he became more willing to interact with others and open his heart to share 
his inner thoughts or problems. 

Another instance is the teaching of “Under Cover,” in dealing with Shiou-Le.”* He was 
used to complaining about a lot of things. Whenever he complains, it seems contagious, and 
others walking with us will also complain. Our God has said that will lead to judgment. Sure 
enough, whenever he complains, he seems to catch diarrhea right away. So I explained to him 
the shortcomings and side effects related to living a protected life. I encouraged him to be alert 
and respectful to God’s Word and to obey God’s authority and sovereignty. This made him 
undergo changes in life that made him to be more submissive. 

Rey. Lin: Do you have other typical examples like this that caused life-changing 


breakthroughs for our youth who used to have quite a lot of bad habits and were rebellious? 





27. The Languages of Love in the “Journey to Intimacy” are Quality Time, Gift, Acts of Service, Physical 
Touch, and Words of Affirmation. 
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Li-Ming: I was taking care of a child called Shiou-You.” He used to join his brother to 
be arsonists and urinate on beds or in the trash barrels. He was very rebellious, not following 
directions, and could get violent with classmates. I did not know how to help him. Also, no one 
seemed to like him, and he used these acts to get attention. But to help him I used the listening 
method on him and gave him real examples of how other youth changed their lives. When he 
finally joined us, experiencing the culture of going upwards, he was then willing to make 
changes. Now it seems that he does not engage in violent activities and instead turns in 
homework on time. 

Rev. Lin: Li-Ming, how many adults, teenagers, and children are under your care? 

Li-Ming: All together about ninety people. 

Rev. Lin: Tsung- Yung, do you have anything to add? 

Tsung-Yung Hong: Li-Ming is on great speaking terms with his parents; he also 
interacts well with other people. I feel that friendliness is one of his strongest traits. That shows 
to others he is a person with positive viewpoints. Although he may have been influenced by bad 
habits initially, after he moved into the House of Family, he has opened up and resolved any 
problems that he may had originally. That allowed the positive spiritual traits inside him to come 
out and shine. He was also able to care for the children without any gaps and always in an even 
mood. 

Next we will interview the second student, Guan-You Liu. 

Rey. Lin: Guan- You, please share with us how you found our church, Chung Li Truth 
Church, and come to join us? 

Guan- You: In my freshman and sophomore years at the National Central University, I 


found my life was filled with emptiness; I was not interested in my studies. I’d rather spend time 





29. The pseudonym of a junior high student. 
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playing sports or fool around with other friends. During those two years, often late at night, 
empty feelings would surface, yet I did not know how to deal with that. Later my sister told me 
about a general elective course, Introduction to Christianity, and said it is usually taught by 
ministers who are very easy to give passing grades. So I tried to enroll in this course. But at that 
time there were only two slots available, but more than 100 students wanted to get in. I told my 
sister about this situation. She offered to pray for me and comforted me that she had no doubt 
that I would be able to get in. To my surprise, I was in! 

In the beginning of the course, I did not pay much attention to studying either, with my 
usual casual attitude. Later we were required to go for field trips visiting churches. The other 
churches only open on Sundays, but Chung Li Truth Church opens almost every day, because of 
their after-school tutoring classes. Being a major in mathematics, I was attracted to go to this 
particular church, thinking perhaps I could be of some use. Through my involvement in tutoring, 
I learned to give to others, to serve others unselfishly; then my feeling of emptiness disappeared. 
I tried to fulfill the requirement of visiting the church three times. But after I fulfilled that 
requirement, I continued going to the church, because I was attracted by what they are doing and 
also felt great about myself being able to participate in tutoring. 

Later I also attended the Sunday worship services. Sometimes on Sundays, there are 
prayer sessions, and they prayed with the prophetic way for me: “your life kept wandering and is 
looking for a place to anchor.” I was moved by the vision shared with me. I was an atheist 
previously despite the fact that my sister is a Christian who went to Christian school during her 
junior high and senior high years in Jia- Yi. However, I never felt that I wanted to talk with her 
about her faith. But now I am touched by the Holy Spirit. I became a steady churchgoer. 


Rev. Lin: When you came to our church, being a major in math, you could help in the 
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tutoring class held on Saturday afternoons. At the time, were you interested to help children or 
did you just like to teach? 

Guan- You: I did not have interest teaching others; I only wanted to help the children. 
Actually I was quite bored by my field trips to other churches; they only have some monotonous 
activities on Sundays. 

Rey. Lin: As you know, the content of this course includes workshops that all the pastors 
who taught this course have stated. You said you were not attracted by any workshops or 
activities presented by other churches. But you are interested in tutoring the children in Chung Li 
Truth Church? 

Guan-You: Yes, indeed. Compared with what I saw in other churches, the children’s 
tutoring class was interesting. 

Rey. Lin: Do you remember since when you have a strong interest in helping the children? 

Guan- You: During the process of serving the children, I experienced the true meaning of 
“it is more blessed to give than to receive.” Although the children are rather weak academically, I 
am still very happy to be able to help, care, and give back; initially I joined the tutoring classes 
as a helper, later to accompanying children in doing their homework, and eventually I had the 
chance to teach the tutoring class. I realized that after the Holy Spirit touched me, I was changed 
and willing to get involved in ministering to the children. 

Rey. Lin: There is a clear difference between teaching and ministering. So what has 
made you to get involved in ministering? 

Guan- You: Since everyone progressed to ministering, I would like to get some practice 
in this area as well. 


Rev. Lin: In other words, you did not want just to help children in doing their homework. 
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You also want to help build their character? 

Guan- You: Yes. I remember I came to church in May of 2012. I joined the church system 
of accompanying the children to do their homework. That summer I also helped in the camp. But 
my actual involvement in the children’s character building was in 2013, when I worked with 
brother Jia-Zhen forming a House of Family and recruiting children who needed help.*° 

Rev. Lin: Through your participation in accompanying children doing their homework, 
you also received personal caring and follow-up from Chung Li Truth Church. Was that the main 
reason that you became more receptive to the Christian faith and then accepted the Lord? 

Guan- You: At the time, Jia-Wei frequently invited me to spiritual devotions with him 
each Friday.” Jia-Wei was a graduate student in the National Central University. He always 
invited me to lunch and to have a quiet time together. For a while, I became concerned whether 
to continue this way. I started to have negative thoughts about this. I searched my inner thoughts 
as to whether I was serious about the pursuit of the faith. But through the discipleship training 
program, I gained more understanding of the truth. With the help given by Jia- Wei, I realized the 
void and emptiness deeply embedded in my life had been swept away. Instead, touched by the 
Holy Spirit, I became a Christian. Now the feeling of emptiness is long gone. 

Rev. Lin: Therefore, it is safe to say that through Jia- Wei’s caring and concern, you 
started attending many discipleship training classes in the church. From your realization of 
emptiness in your life, you started to pay attention to eternal matters. When did you decided to 
get baptized? 

Guan- You: March 30, 2013, when I was a junior in college. 


Rev. Lin: So you came to church in the second semester of 2012 and then were baptized 
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on March 30, 2013. Does that imply you have already lived in the House of Family at that time? 

Guan- You: Yes. I already lived in the Family House at that time. 

Rey. Lin: Therefore, the Family House environment was influential for you and 
encouraged you in making the decision to accept the Lord as your personal Savior, in addition to 
being influenced by serving accompanying the children doing homework and Jia-Wei’s constant 
caring. 

Guan- You: Yes. 

Rey. Lin: Now you are a committed leader in Chung Li Truth Church, what do you think 
are the motivating factors that benefitted you? 

Guan- You: I remember that I read the book Under Cover* when I began to attend the 
discipleship training. The content of the book has been very beneficial to me. I also attended the 
morning prayer, although I did not absorb it well. But the messages Rev. Lin shared with us in 
morning prayer still stick with me. I sincerely feel morning prayer is a great venue for the 
discipleship training that can open up our spiritual thinking and mindset. I recall that Rev. Lin 
always delivered positive messages in truth extracted from the Bible in the Sunday services. I 
used to feel inferior to others and sometimes carried a negative viewpoint. This could stem from 
the male chauvinistic viewpoint of my father in my birth family, because he is always very 
critical of me, and that made me lack confidence in myself. But the messages from the leadership 
training program helped me regain my confidence. 

Rev. Lin: Is this all? 

Guan- You: About ministering with the children: I am still learning how to care for them, 


to gradually progress to help them deal with issues that buried in their hearts. Through this 





32. John Bevere, Under Cover: The Promise of Protection Under His Authority (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
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process, I trained them to be leaders as well as training myself learning how to sacrifice for 
others. 

Rey. Lin: Is there any part of the culture projected from Chung Li Truth Church that left 
a deep impression on you? 

Guan- You: Be submissive. Rev. Lin used the book Under Cover to lead us to break away 
from the secular culture we are familiar with. He encouraged us to keep meditating, to read 
repetitively to understand that submission is the source of being blessed. Through this learning 
process, I know I have to sacrifice myself, learn the lifelong lesson to be selfless, and to love 
each other with all sincerity. 

Rev. Lin: With respect to the discipleship training program adopted by Chung Li Truth 
Church, specifically about spiritual armor, could you share with us some real applications that 
you witnessed? 

Guan- You: I often meditate on God’s words, and that has been really beneficial to me in 
the last two years. In the past, I would just hear the messages and that was it. But Rev. Lin 
worked really hard encouraging us to meditate and practice in real life. I know many of the ideas 
and insights that I used in taking care of the youth were coming from meditating on God’s words. 

Rev. Lin: Is there more to add? 

Guan- You: People need to be submissive to authorities and love their peers. 

Rey. Lin: Guan- You, through your accompanying the adolescents and helping them with 
character building, we noticed that you had experienced a tremendous breakthrough in dealing 
with children who have special needs, such as ADHD, Asperger’s syndrome, autism, depression, 
bipolar disorder, and learning disabilities. Could you share with us under what conditions you 


made contact with these children? 
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Guan- You: Last year during the winter camp, when the Children and Youth Zone was 
just established, we encountered a child crying and screaming in the camp. Despite camp helpers 
trying to calm him, it was useless. Suddenly, I had the urge to approach him and comfort him. I 
do not know why I felt that way. Also, there was a mentally disabled middle school child who 
most people felt is kind of weird, but I found him to be quite adorable and felt excited to take 
care of him. 

Rev. Lin: Did the feeling of excitement occur only at that moment? Or did you easily 
feel that way? 

Guan- You: Before I got involved in ministering to the children, in 2016 there were two 
children with special needs in my cell group. One suffers from severe Asperger’s syndrome; the 
other, Xiao-En,°*’ has several disabilities. Xiao-En is always very stubborn and pays attention 
only to what he wants to do. Since I know Xiao-En was born with these disabilities, I was less 
strict with him. But at that time, the rules set by my previous counselor were: if a child got hold 
of a toy by force or other improper means, we take away the toy and discipline the child. So 
there was an instance when children were being disciplined, then they left us. At that time, I felt 
quite bad about these situations. But I never had any other opportunities for interacting with 
these kinds of children again. As a matter of fact, back then we did not have the environment like 
now to be able to take of these types of children. 

Rey. Lin: So it seems your interest in taking care of these types of children came to you 
gradually? 

Guan-You: Yes. Since those two children left us, I never had a chance to take care of 
these types of children again. 


Rev. Lin: This is just amazing! Taking care of these special needs children always 
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brought a lot of pain and heartache to the parents. Could you share with us real stories? Please 
also describe how the children were transformed in this process. 

Guan- You: Xiao-Wei has come to our church and suffers from autism spectrum 
disorder.** This kind of child has difficulties interacting with others, is not aware of the existence 
of others, is quite inflexible, and lacks observation skills. Last year, when I took care of him, I 
became aware of his problem. So I did not set a rigid work schedule for him. Instead, I let him 
plan and write down what he wants to do each day. He started to learn how to manage his own 
time in his own way. He is faithful in helping and serving others in my zone, such as helping 
other children to clean up. Because he is very diligent, whenever I started training children to do 
the chore of cleaning up, I always assigned this chore to him. After he became proficient in 
planning, he can manage his time very well and is able to function very efficiently. Through this 
process, he practiced sharing the truth with other children and is not afraid or timid to do so. 

Moreover, he can tutor other children with their homework. He has this unique character 
trait: he does not get angry with the children. Quite often we enjoy making fun with him in our 
Family House, especially when we play the game of observations. For example, he will say, 
“Excuse me, I am going to your left.” We will tease him by saying, “Excuse me, we are going 
above.” There are times when we chase him around, which makes him laugh and scream. Lately 
he learned how to make fun with Guan-Rong. His transformation is just amazing! We were told 
that recently he went back home to Nan-Tou to share with father about his experience in taking 
care of other children in the home. On the way there, he could not stop talking about this with his 
father. This has never happened before. It is a great indication of how much he enjoyed living in 
the Family House and the people he is associated with. 


Rey. Lin: Guan- You, does Xiao-Wei suffer from a moderate degree of autism? 
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Guan- You: Yes. He needs to go back to Chang Gung Memorial Hospital regularly to be 
checked. The recent medical results showed that his autism has mitigated from moderate severity 
to a milder case. The doctor, who has been treating Xiao-Wei since he was five years of age, is 
considered to be the leading authority in this field. Xiao-We1’s improvement is quite astonishing. 
Usually young patients at this stage of severity could not share their thoughts or have the social 
ability to interact with others, especially if they are under intense parental protection as most are, 
because parents are usually too concerned for their well-being. Therefore, no one could try new 
approaches with these children. Xiao-Wei is a rare case of remarkable success! 

Rev. Lin: Do you have another wonderful example to share with us? 

Guan- You: Xiao-Fu has multiple disabilities including bipolar disorder.” Once in the 
daycare program, he was told to work on his Chinese homework. He was very reluctant about 
this, became very anxious, and then bit his fingers until they bled. Consequently, his homework 
and test sheets were all smudged with blood stains. He is also very difficult to communicate with. 
When he loses his temper, he becomes very irrational and will not listen to whatever you say to 
him. Besides, he thinks that you are always against him. 

Also, due to his learning disability, he cannot do well in school and thus is inferior 
academically. Yet he holds high expectations for himself. When he does not do well in tests, he 
will be furious and act out all kinds of weird things. For instance, when he first came to our 
group in March, he made a fuss about everything, talked back to the leaders, ate the ink, and bit 
the pencils. I am the kind of person who is not easily bothered by these strange things that he 
does; I may even consider his actions quite adorable. Whenever he gets crazy, we do not scold 
him as normally we do in a school setting; instead, we spent time explaining to him why he 


should not do what he is doing, as that will cause a negative impact on others. Since one 
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character in his name is pronounced “fu,” which means “blessing” in Chinese, I tried to convince 
him he should bring blessings to other people. I continuously encourage him. Everyone in our 
group is very patient with him, using reasoning to persuade him, always forgiving him and 
accepting him willingly. 

Most of the time, I was the one to handle his situation. I tried not to be too strict with him 
but to make him understand the purpose of all of this is for his benefit. Later on, he loved to 
come to our church on weekends. I took advantage of this by inviting him to stay with us at our 
home on Fridays. Through these visits, he gained a better understanding how our home works. I 
noticed he started to get comfortable in this environment. I am quite fond of sharing and having 
fellowship time with him. Whenever he becomes disobedient, I will immediately correct him. He 
now acts more normal. 

Rev. Lin: Guan- You, are there other examples? 

Guan- You: Xiao-Jie suffers from a mild case of autism, so he has some difficulty in 
learning.”° It is quite odd to me that he could get 100 on a math test but a single-digit score in 
Chinese. Whenever there is a problem, he becomes very impatient and makes loud noises. We 
had difficulty communicating with him and calming him down. When he first came to the 
homework class, I thought he was adorable and would like to have him in my care someday. But 
I was not assigned to take of him at that time. Later, when he was assigned to me to care for, I 
began to realize his emotional issues. If a headache originated from his not doing his homework, 
then the school teacher would discipline him. I will have nothing to do with that! 

But his emotional issues are a lot harder for me to handle. Whenever he has meltdowns 
and panic attacks because of his autism, he cries uncontrollably. Within a month after knowing 


him, I discovered that his mental capability is only at the level of a preschooler. In the beginning, 
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I thought this was very funny and could not believe it. I started to treat him as if he is a child in 
kindergarten. For instance, sometimes he vents his anger by pounding on things or kicking the 
trash cans, which I have told him repeatedly not to do. But he did not listen! Now I will say to 
him, “If you want to pound, try harder to make a hole in the wall!” Then he stopped. I would 
then tell him, “Doing these silly things cannot solve your problems!” One evening, I asked him 
to think about his life (i.e., standing in a corner). He refused and started banging on the trash can 
again. Later I took him out, but he did not want to go to bed. I took him along to show him how 
to clean the house. He cried for thirty minutes and then demanded to go to bed. I insisted on him 
continuing cleaning while I accompanied him until 11 p.m. During this time, he did the cleaning 
and cried all along. After that, he seems to have changed his coping style in situations like this; 
he cries less frequently. 

Recently I intentionally tried to find time to play with him. Once he started acting really 
weird by imitating a frog jumping. I then teased him by calling out to him, “I am a big fly, come 
to eat me up.” He refused. Then I said, “If you do not want to eat me, whom do you want to eat?” 
He said, “I want to eat him” (he pointed to children around us). But the children responded, “I do 
not want to be eaten.” Xiao-Jie suddenly stood up acting normal again. He is always fond of 
playing with the building blocks. Then I trained him with the dimensional concept, helping him 
make different shapes from the building blocks, and I read the Psalms to him from the children’s 
Bible in order to strengthen his reading skill in Chinese. 

Li-Ming: Xiao-Jie seems to be more emotional stable these days. He can express his 
feelings through using words, such as “I do not like this.” In the past, he would cry and scream 
instead. Seeing their transformation is great news to their parents. The three examples that we 


mentioned earlier had all caused lots of hardship and headaches to their parents respectively. 
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These parents are very grateful to us for being willing to help their children through these 
miserable situations. I saw them shedding tears when coming to visit us at the group home. 

Rey. Lin: Guan- You, how many of this kind of children you are caring for right now? 

Guan- You: Twenty-three children. 

Rev. Lin: It is very obvious and noticeable that God gave you this special calling in 
taking care of children with special needs. Could you elaborate more on what techniques you use 
in taking care of them? I was hoping other brothers and sisters, who are thinking of getting 
involved in this area, will be able to follow a pattern. 

Guan- You: It requires a lot of patience when plunging into this kind of caring. The 
patience I talk about here is not what we usually refer to. When they act up, we need to trace 
back to the real cause of their being disobedient, not to immediately assume they are doing this 
on purpose. In essence, they are born this way, unable to communicate with others. The only skill 
that they know of is crying and screaming. In the beginning, I tried to analyze the situation 
wearing my logical thinking cap. I then became very frustrated. Yet when I looked the whole 
thing from God’s eyes, I began to enjoy them! Yes, I mean the children with autism and 
Asperger’s syndrome. 

Rev. Lin: Li-Ming, when you observe how Guan- You deals with these children, do you 
have any thoughts or insight? 

Li-Ming: I realized that it does not matter what kind of children are. There is a special 
underlying meaning of their existence, just as what is written in the Bible: “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his 


purpose.””’ This child may be sent to earth for just one particular reason, and under that 
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circumstance he will be the benefactor to others. That could be the realization of God’s will for 
him. From the process of taking care of these children with special needs, I realized that there 
could be special meanings in everything! 

Rey. Lin: Therefore, according to your description, you witnessed the manifestation of 
God’s love, grace, patience, and acceptance on these children. Aside from what was mentioned 
earlier, do you think there are special blessings brought to our church or God’s kingdom? 

Guan-You: Last week, a mother came to enroll her son in our summer camp. She told us 
that for a whole year she worked on preparing her son to join this camp, through the use of a 
prescription medicine. He has an elder sister who is a normal child. But after the mother learned 
that we will separate her daughter from her son in different groups, *® she was quite concerned, 
because her son was bullied in the past. She wished that her daughter could be nearby all the 
time to protect her younger brother in the camp. Later I met her privately to better understand the 
situation. She told me that the prescription drug is not intended to control his son’s overactive 
behavior but to stabilize his emotion. She was surprised that I was familiar with this medicine. 

Later, the mother brought her son to our zone to try it out. She asked her son, “Do you 
want to join the other children to play?” Then I told the children in the zone that a new child was 
visiting with us. At that time, they were playing chess. The new child joined in and quickly made 
friends with them. The mother told her son that she was going to the fourth floor to see her 
daughter. The child had no objections. He stayed playing with our children very enjoyably. 

I heard that some schools use a method named “inclusive education” which combines 
children with mild disorders with normal children in a class. However, children with severe 
disorders will be assigned to a class that handles only the special needs children. The purpose is 


to allow those with mild disorder problems to live like a normal child. However, I do not think 
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this is a good idea, because almost 100 percent of the time, the children with disorders will be 
bullied by the normal children. Even though the teacher may be very capable in handling the 
class, still these children will be bullied physically or verbally. Xiao-Wei was in this kind of 
abusive environment previously and was bullied to take off his pants. However, in the church 
environment, our children will not behave this way, mistreating this kind of children as if they 
are an inferior class. So I understand why this mother had this concern. But when the mother saw 
our children could accept her son, she was relieved. 

Rev. Lin: As to taking care of children with special needs, we should cultivate an 
environment that encourages interaction, acceptance, and understanding among each other. 

Guan- You: Yes. I sensed that most parents will struggle with the thoughts that they wish 
their children can become a normal one like others someday. But this is impossible, because God 
created them differently. This is like Xiao-Li, who is under my care. He does not have a good 
memory and is very forgetful even of what he just said. I encouraged him to write down 
everything. God created everyone in their own unique ways, especially those children with 
special needs. 

Rey. Lin: Guan- You, it is really amazing to see what you have done with the special 
needs children. I wonder, is this a special gift coming from the Lord? Do you sense there might 
be a lifelong calling for you to serve him in this manner? 

Guan- You: I am really excited that I could handle this assignment well. I felt very 
passionate helping these children and feel this is my lifelong calling from the Lord. 

Rey. Lin: Do you feel blessed from this service? 

Guan-You: After serving them, my vision has been opened and now I can see the 


diamonds hidden inside them. I now look only at the positive side of what they have, less and 
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less dwelling on negative thoughts. Especially I always spend time thinking about how to help 
them, so my mind never stays idle in the void. My only goal is helping them to transform their 
lives. 

Rey. Lin: Did you say that you used to carry some negative thoughts? 

Guan- You: I used to have these negative views and was quite severe before I came here 
to take care of these children. Now I take up God’s viewpoint of them and instead think what is 


the hidden lesson in this situation. 


Reflections on the Interview with Ministry Leaders 

Li-Ming came to us from the Religion Philosophy course. He set a great example for all 
the college students that we encountered. As was pointed out earlier, Li-Ming is a simple, honest, 
and brave young man who likes to interact with children. This is exactly our approach for 
retaining college students who are willing to stay among us through their liking of children. Also, 
this young man was cultivated to be a valuable asset to us through Tsung- Yung’s and Yen-Ming’s 
caring for him. That investment allowed him to buy into our vision and be willing to commit to 
serving in God’s house. And in an accidental situation, he took over management of the House of 
Family that allowed us to realize and appreciate his leadership talent. 

He had Christian influence from his family when he was young, but he had never lived 
life as a true Christian. When he got here, then he received in-depth Christian discipleship 
training. Li-Ming caught our attention, not only because he had demonstrated leadership talent 
but also management ability, especially in his dealing in Hsuan’s situation. Through his constant 
caring and love, Hsuan made a drastic turnaround from his rebellious lifestyle. We subsequently 


noticed that Li-Ming has built wonderful relations with many children and young people. Under 
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his caring, they experienced huge spiritual growth and tremendous blessings. This is the reason 
that we handed over our church’s adolescent ministry to him and made him the zone pastor with 
the expectation that through his guidance and leadership, they could be molded into a unique 
generation that will not follow this contemporary society but became future leaders who can 
influence this world. 

And it is so amazing that Guan- You witnessed the manifestation of God’s love, grace, 
patience, and acceptance in the special calling of taking care of children with special needs. What 
Guan- You shared is like a ray of sunshine that truly enlightened us. In the future, if we want this 
program to be extended to help children with special needs, we could work on developing a 
systematic method so that when children come to us, we can easily take them in and get them 
quickly accustomed to and situated well into our environment, and it could be expected that there 


will be special blessings brought to our church or God’s kingdom! 


Conclusion 
Although we had devoted seventeen years of time to carry out our vision in the youth 

character-molding project, we experienced many setbacks. Gradually with God’s guidance we 
experienced great breakthroughs. Li-Ming is one of the fruits that we harvested from our college 
ministry in which he was developed to be a zone pastor in just three years. In a short time, Li- 
Ming came to us first as a seeker and then became a leader, though he is still a college student. 
This is a quite astonishing example. We also witness when we are faithful to what God entrusted 
to us; he will make it a beautiful new thing. We gave thanks to our Lord that because of our 
faithfulness to his assignment, we can witness the critical breakthrough in the youth character- 


building ministry. We have confidence that, given time, we will be able to develop a child 
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toward a positive direction with success, so long as we can gain support and identification from 
the parents. 

Li-Ming Du and Guan-You Liu are the two students we led to know the Lord when they 
were college students. They later took discipleship training to become leaders for our 
adolescents’ program. We witnessed God’s amazing work in them. They are two very obvious 
and outstanding models in our church. From this, I am reassured. Despite the fact that we live in 
an era when prevalent internet usage has caused many addiction problems in our society, and that 
those problems undoubtedly had made ministering to college students difficult, there are still 
many talented people God has saved to serve as the future leaders of his kingdom that they will 
build at the end time with pivotal breakthroughs. 

Praise to the Lord! We experienced a huge breakthrough in 2017 in our children and 
youth ministry. Then in 2018 we gained a lot more confidence in this ministry; that was our 
turning point. And it could be expected that there will be not only the children and youth 
character-building program for regular children, but also for children who have special needs. 
The depth of our adolescents’ ministry program also made great strides and enormous impact 
with respect to building future leaders of the new era. Following these two representative college 
students through the time of their accepting the Lord as their Savior, their maturing in spiritual 
growth, going through discipleship training, and then accompanying the juveniles to become the 
leaders of this new generation, evidenced clearly that we achieved an important breakthrough in 
the character-building aspect. We are confident that through this breakthrough, we will be 
capable of leading a good number of children to be Christians and subsequently to equip them to 


be effective leaders for the coming generations and using their talents for the kingdom. 
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CHAPTER 5 
REFLECTION ON DISCIPLING COLLEGE STUDENTS AND CHILDREN IN THE 


CHURCH AND ITS FUTURE HOPE 


Now we enter into the summary section of this thesis-project. I intend to comment from 
three different perspectives and directions. The first is related to the critical breakthrough we 
experienced from our children and youth discipleship training programs. The second is to further 
explore the immense value derived from the breakthrough of the discipleship training for 


children and youth. The third aspect is to address the outlook for the churches in Taiwan. 


Breakthroughs from Discipleship Training 

First, let us look into what we experienced from the children and youth discipleship 
training that has brought about a critical breakthrough to what we have always hoped to achieve. 
Our regular teaching conducted in the Chung Li Truth Church has always been fundamentally 
Bible-based. Aside from that, more importantly, we also stressed that one should live out what 
was learned from the teaching in people’s personal lives. In essence, based on the G12 cell group, 
the organizational formation in our church, we emphasize everyone applying what they have 
learned from the normal cell group operations. This is the core content of the Great Commission: 
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt 28:18-20). 

Then, Eph 6:10-20, “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand,” is the key that made everything 


possible.' We believe the character building process must put one through the test of a distressed 





1. See the section of “Spiritual Armor and Suffering” in chapter 2. 


99 


environment in order to apply the truth in one’s daily life’. Chung Li Truth Church faithfully 
practices and firmly believes putting on the spiritual armor as the center of our faith. We 
designed prayer cards for the brothers and sisters to use encouraging them to build up the good 
habit of daily praying for others, as well as setting aside devotion time. 

Since the implementation of the prayer cards in my church (it has been almost thirty 
years), we continuously meditate on and search about the true meaning of the spiritual armor. 
We work hard to discover the intrinsic and executable meaning of each accessory that was 
mentioned. The first accessory, having one’s loins girt about with truth, meant “to long for the 
truth, yet admonish disciples earnestly in love.” Through morning devotions conducted from 
Tuesday to Friday (5:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m.) each week, we established this time as a good habit in 
a group setting. During that time, we utilize exegesis to interpret and understand biblical 
messages and by delivery of our thankful testimonials we help each other’s spiritual growth. We 
encourage and admonish enlightenment with our disciples in love. 

The second accessory is the breastplate of righteousness’. We specifically developed a 
process so that we can follow this procedure to submit ourselves to the spiritual authorities, 
which means the church leaders and the mentor of disciples. This is because we know that the 
spiritual authorities take to heart our spiritual wellbeing. We are willing to be totally transparent 
in following them, to respect their authority, to be honest with them, to please them, and to build 
a mutual trusting relationship with them so that we can grow spiritually, understand God’s will, 


and please him. 





2. See the section of “Reaching Maturity Through Suffering “in chapter2. 


3. See the section of “Putting on the Breastplate of Righteousness” in chapter 2. 
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The third accessory is having feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. We 
implemented this teaching by learning to better understand our peers, to forgive, to accept, to 
appreciate, and to make each other whole.* 

The fourth accessory is the shield of faith, by which believers “shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked.” We deeply believe that using the previously mentioned three 
accessories will enable us to learn to love each other and love the Lord and others. We will be 
sufficiently filled with faith from God so that in the days of suffering, we could prevail over the 
temptations stemming from the desires of the flesh and firmly stand in the truth. 

The fifth accessory is the helmet of salvation. We firmly believe in the days of trials and 
tribulations; if we persevere to the end, then we could be anointed by the love of God (Rom 5:3- 
5). When we go through this process, then the character that is naturally deficient in us could be 
effectively supplemented and built up. 

Last is taking up the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. It means reaching the 
highest levels of: excellence and creativity and ultimately being able to expand one’s territory. 
Through the endurance of this process, God will bless us with the wisdom to overcome all 
suffering and adversities. Ultimately, through constant supplication, we could rely on the 
spiritual power bestowed on us to pray for the leaders of our country. 

The second pivotal change came through the discipleship meetings held on weekdays on 
words of affirmation.’ Through the words of affirmation, we built up good habits among church 
members to affirm and appreciate each other. The society we live in is severely deprived of 


praising and acknowledging others for their contributions. Words of affirmation are a sort of 





4. See the section of “Shod with the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace” in chapter 2. 
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expression of love among people where the language of love is severely missing, because we live 
in a very critical environment. As a result, we become condemning and judgmental; we seldom 
give praise to others, yet hatred and pointing fingers is normal in our environment. These 
symptoms and influences prohibit us from growing up healthy, just as the Bible said that “the 
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”° Showing love is the foundation for empowerment in the 


New Testament. 


Breakthroughs from the Ministry to Children and Youth 

The third pivotal cultural breakthrough lies in how we minister to the children and youth. 
My church derived and developed an effective 3+1 principle’ to use in ministering to the young 
people. From the character building curriculum® that we provided to them, and the experience we 
gained in the past eighteen years from accompanying the children, we discovered if we could 
first be attentive listeners to the parents, taking the right attitude and accepting the children as 
they are, striving to build an open dialogue with the parents, and walking closely with God by 
relying on the guidance from the Holy Spirit all the time, then surely we will be on the right path 
to witness and harvest great results. 

Aside from what was just mentioned, we deeply believe that our church places the core 
value of the Great Comission to be “resisting this secular world in order to build God’s 


kingdom.” This value aligns with the core value of the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father which art in 
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heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.” 

Therefore, we firmly believe the intent of the gospel is to “resist the temptations of this 
secular world, to build God’s kingdom.” There are three areas that we should resist in this world: 
money, sex, and power. 

In the past, sometimes our church workers received gifts from the parents as they show 
their appreciation for taking care of their children. We always take the stand that we will not 
accept such gifts from the parents in normal situations. But if for some specific reasons we 
cannot refuse the gifts, then we will have to turn in the gifts to the church authorities. We believe 
the handling of this matter in such a manner allows our young workers to learn not to be greedy 
when dealing with money. 

With respect to sex, out of loving our workers and being faithful to our spouse at all times, 
we adopted a protective measure in our church that is we will not stay in a closed environment 
alone with a person of the opposite sex. Instead, we choose to be absolutely transparent and stay 
in an open environment in order to avoid any temptation of juvenile lust. This way allows us to 
lead a pure and holy life, away from fleshly temptations. 

With respect to power, we learned from the Under Cover course that we would rather be 
submissive to authority and stay away from the temptation of power. 

Through adhering to God’s teaching in these three areas, we learned not to follow this 
secular world but instead, through the culture of the morning devotions instilled in the church, 
spend time meditating on God’s words, longing for and listening to his teachings to build up a 
solid foundation on biblical truth so that during the suffering, we can practice perseverance in the 


truth. In addition, we offer the option to counselors to allow them to dwell in an open Home Life 
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with others and with children. By doing so they will lose some privacy in their personal lives, but 
we saw them gain forgiving, appreciative, caring, and loving lives with others. 

Fostering and disciplining youth and children prepares young people to be leaders of 
future generations, encourages them to live in an environment of dealing with real situations for 
twenty-four hours daily, and provides them with a home schooling environment during their 
elementary and middle school years. We feel confident that they will be well prepared and less 
affected by the contaminated environment in this secular society, instead growing up in an 
environment that values one’s character and academic learning as priorities. 

Moreover, we deeply believe developing the filial culture is the highest level of 
achievement: being submissive to authority, being respectful and honoring parents and other 
authorities. In the meantime, only through the manifestation of this, true positive impact could be 
brought about despite the situation of the original birth family. “Honour thy father and mother; 
which is the first commandment with promise. That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth.” This is why we spent lots of effort building up this filial culture, along 
with the church’s teaching and discipleship training. The only purpose is to mobilize this 
movement in Taiwan. Taiwanese society identifies itself with Confucian philosophy, 
emphasizing the filial culture, although there are times that we feel the society seems to be 
somewhat lost to fully understanding the intrinsic meaning of submission to authority. Because 
of the inseparable interrelationship, when we bring the deep-rooted Chinese cultural value of 
“respectful to the parents” to the forefront, then we can introduce the biblical concept of being 
submissive to authority and then subsequently the core value of our Christian belief. In this way, 
God’s will can work in our society as we Christians always pray in the Lord’s Prayer that “God’s 


will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” It is a way that I have found to be a significantly 
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effective strategy! We believe that already embedded in the true meaning of the Great 
Commission is the idea that if a church cannot effectively disciple the society, then the society 
will impose its values on believers, converting them sooner or later. More explicitly, that is to 
say if the Christian community cannot implement the divine core value in its society, in time the 
contemporary culture of the secular world will affect the Christian community adversely.’ The 
revelation of this critical breakthrough allowed us to introduce this meaningful culture in our 
discipleship training program, and subsequently in the past eighteen years we witnessed a 
marvelous harvest in our program for children and youth. 

Second, the effect of this breakthrough in the program for children and youth is linked 
with the chapter 2 of Under Cover concept. In this chapter, John Bevere pointed out that it is not 
feasible to use our feet to kick the goad. He specifically mentioned that it is nearly impossible to 
embrace a democratic mentality and attempt to grasp the Bible’s teaching on authority 
simultaneously. He raised rather provocative viewpoints to challenge Western readers on how a 
Christian community can survive in this morally downward society. 

Truthfully, this kind of discussion does not fit in well with today’s society, which upholds 
logical mindedness and human rights. Actually it is in conflict. We live in a democratic society 
that continuously discourages us from thinking we should obey any authority, as if we are 
inferior to anyone. But Bevere, being a person from Western society (either a European or 
American descendent), acutely pointed out that Westerners are the ones who are most opposed to 
God’s teaching and are embracing democratic idealism. That presents obstacles for them to 
accept and understand God’s teaching. Although democracy is viewed a progressive political 


system, we should keep in mind that God’s kingdom is the only kingdom in the universe ruled by 





9. Edmund Chan, A Certain Kind: Intentional Disciplemaking That Redefines Success in Ministry 
(Singapore: Covenant Evangelical Free Church, 2013), p.129 “We are called to disciple the nations”. Also see ps.13- 
14, the section of “The Comment of a Cell Group from the Camp of Navigators” in chapter 3 of my thesis-project. 
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the King of kings. In that kingdom, there will be ranks and classes, orders and authorities. Even 
though one may still prefer to rely on voting and polling, there is now a kingdom ruled by God 
and only him. It will not be altered in any way by popular votes; it is ruled only by the rules put 
in place in God’s kingdom. 

We have no choice but follow God’s teaching and rules in his kingdom. But our 
contemporary society cannot accept that thinking and will not follow it. If we intend to lead a life 
as a true Christian but complain about God’s kingdom, do not want to accept its authoritative 
system, and still prefer to embrace the thoughts and habits of the secular world that we are in, 
that will only result in a wasteful and meaningless Christian life. 

Worse than that, it will even lead us into perilous situations, because we are away from 
the source of life. Then the supply and protection that we supposed to receive from the source 
will be interrupted and even be terminated. This is like our Lord leading us in an international 
final soccer competition, but we treat it as if it is only an everyday game in our lives. 

Therefore, it can be difficult to comprehend the divine governing laws when we live in a 
democratic society. In this situation, we need to return to the source of the truth, that is, being 
submissive to authority, because the core content of sin stems from being lawless'” (being 
disobedient to the God’s truth). Only when we can be obedient to authority and submissive can 
the truth come to us. Only then a new road with broadened horizons will be opened to us, a way 
that shall guide us to better understand the truth of the divine gospel and be freed from bondage. 

Before 1987, the Taiwanese government declared martial law and a ban on political 


parties. At that time we lived under a totalitarian system. But after July 15, 1987, the martial law 





10. 1 John 3:4 
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and ban have been lifted.'' Since then, Taiwan has had a democratic system for thirty-two years. 
Needless to say, many restrictions have been removed since then, and the degree of freedom that 
people enjoyed has also been widened as time goes on. During the past thirty-two years, we saw 
the rise of the same-sex movement came about after the door for democracy was opened. '” There 
are many taboos from the past now have also been lifted. This is the reason that the Taiwanese 
churches have undergone so much hardship and effort trying to curtail the same-sex movement 
from progressing. Democracy and constant fighting for more freedom in Taiwan caused the 
campus evangelical ministry hardship as it worked to progress. When I was in adolescence, 
about fifty years ago, Taiwanese society was simple. In the 1970s, although we were in a 
totalitarian society leading a frugal and simple lifestyle, we witnessed meaningful revitalization 
on campuses. 

This is the dilemma that churches face today. It is the same reason why we see fewer and 
fewer people attending church. Therefore, I firmly believe a church must value and practice the 
truth of obeying authority and being submissive. The book Under Cover gave me a lot of 
revelations with respect to this subject of submission to authority. Only if a church and God’s 
children take this seriously by following the truth of “Authority and Submission” can they raise a 
God-fearing generation which will be capable of converting this world. But in order to do this 


effectively with the vision of the 4/14 window’’, I deeply believe we need to start discipleship 





11. World Journal (Chinese), posted July 15, 2017, accessed Jan. 16 2020, 
https://www. worldjournal.com/507 1273/article- 
%E6% AD%B7 GES %8F%B2%EA%B8%8A GET UIA %84%E4%BBH8A FES %ASL%AYI- 
1987%ES5 %B9I%B47 %E6%IC%88 15 %E6%97 HAS GES H8F%BOWET %8 1 GAZ %EB%AT%A3%EI%9IG A4%ES 
%88%9I2%ES%IA GBA! 


12. “A Historical Review of the Tatwan Same Sex Movement,” accessed July 2019, 
https://www.coolloud.org.tw/node/83827. 


13. Luis Bush, The 4/14 Window: Raising Up a New Generation to Transform the World, Compassion 
International, September 1, 2009. After years of evangelism observation, Luis Bush presented the 4 to 14 window, 
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training with children and youth, because that is the age level at which one’s character can still 
be molded and improved. So, if a church intends to raise a generation of God-fearing people, 
they must value the discipleship training program for children and youth as a priority. Only 
through this understanding can we experience a meaningful and valuable breakthrough and 


consequently reap the harvest. 


The Outlook for Taiwanese Churches 

The third point is my outlook for Taiwanese churches. From our breakthrough in the 
children’s ministry, we became more confident about what we are capable of doing. We are now 
very confident that most of the children who come to us can be molded to be godly disciples. 
Hence, we help them to set goals and become cell leaders before graduation from elementary 
school so they can care for about ten younger children for their spiritual growth. When they enter 
into middle school, they can become zone supervisors taking care of thirty children or youth. 
After that, before their graduation from high school, they can become zone pastors taking care 
ninety children, helping them experience spiritual growth. Later on when these young Christians 
enter into college, they will create tremendous influence on their environment, such as setting up 
high-quality societies on campus to attract many college students to join. We know from our 
experience that in a Chinese church it is not easy leading college students to the Lord. But it does 
not have to be so, if we have started discipleship training from the time when they were children 
and adolescents. From those years, they have already been equipped with excellent leadership 


character and skills. Built on such a strong foundation, they will be able to start an excellent 





with the numbers standing for ages. If we wanted to build a strong church, we had to value the ministry of children 
of 4 to 14. 
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society on campuses and lead people to the Lord. Later on, when they enter into the business 
world, they will be capable of building a Christian faith-based enterprise. 

When that becomes a reality, we expect in the next ten years we could expand to a huge 
church with more than ten thousand members. On this same foundation, we will be able to start 
the first organized village where all Christians will be able to live harmoniously together among 
all age groups while being respectful to the elderly. This will be the realization of what 
Confucius had promoted: “allowing the elderlies to enjoy their lives until the end, the strong and 
able ones unleash their talents, the young ones brought up in a moral environment.”'* 

In essence, this village is the manifestation of God’s kingdom mentioned in the Lord’s 
Prayer and the glorious church which was mentioned in Acts. e Despite the fact that many people 
may consider that expectation to be whimsical, Jesus said that God’s kingdom is among us. 
When we can carry out the practice of loving each other in the church, then that is the embryonic 
form of a harmonious society. Although we are still far from being perfect, when a church can 
truthfully practice loving each other, acting in unity in the Lord and building up fellowship 
groups filled with love, it is already an exemplification of an embryonic form of a harmonious 
society. In other words, when a church is able to see continuous growth in love, it is as if the 
church is reaching to higher standards, one bar at a time. 

Why am I be filled with passion about building a harmonious society? Our society is now 
polluted and ruined by the devils and Satan to the point that we cannot tolerate the endless 
attacks from secularism any longer; our society is flooded with constant incitement to lust and 


power that has caused all kinds of problems among us, and we cannot enjoy peace in our lives. 





14. Confucius, The DATONG (the ideal world), accessed July 2019, 
http://www.confucianacademy.com/load.php?link_id=27616. 


15. Acts 2:42-47. 


109 


God chose us to be his children with the intention that we will be in full cooperation with 
him to build a Christian kingdom on earth, so that everyone can enter into this kingdom, obeying 
his will and being submissive to him. When this expectation becomes a reality on earth, it is the 
true reflection of his will on earth as it is in heaven. And that is the realization of a harmonious 
society. Only when God’s kingdom descends among us can one then see the contrast of the 
world that is now controlled by the devils and Satan from a different world that we can 
appreciate and in which we enjoy joy and peace, if we lead our lives according to kingdom 
values. At that time, people will be awakened and willing to enter God’s kingdom. This is what 
our Lord wants us to accomplish. At the same time, we also feel that we can provide an ideal 
solution to address the aging and low fertility issues currently facing society in Taiwan. 
Ultimately, we will build a harmonious society in every city as the starting point to glorify God’s 
name. Consequently, this will become the model representation of the heavenly culture. On this 
platform, we will influence China and all the Chinese scattered in the world. And if the eastern 


'» then, it can be 


concept of “Filial” can be replaced by the western concept of “Thanksgiving 
used to communicate with the western society, and this model of strategy can also be expanded 
to the whole world. Then the Christian Church can build God’s kingdom on this earth, and 


welcome Jesus’ second coming. 





16. Romans 1:20-21 
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